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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Leigh Wilson 
Western Sydney University, Australia 

REVIEW RETURNED 31-Jul-2016 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This is a very interesting study.  
The paper is well written and clear in the way the methods and 
results are presented. The methods used are appropriate for the 
research question in my opinion. The authors comment on potential 
limitations and challenges with comparing different age cohorts.  

 

REVIEWER Valentine M. Villa, Ph.D. 
University of California Los Angeles, School of Public Health, 
Department of Community Health Sciences 

REVIEW RETURNED 01-Aug-2016 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS I believe this work is very timely and moves our understanding of the 
health care use of the baby boom population forward. The analysis 
appears to be sound. The only suggestion, if the data are available 
in the survey, would be including race/ethnicity in the predisposing 
variables. I know that socioeconomic status is sometimes used as a 
proxy, however, other work in this area shows that even when SES 
is held constant disparities between Black, Latinos and white 
populations often persist in health status as well as health care use. 

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

We originally planned to include ethnicity/cultural background to our analyses but there was small 

variability in the responses to the question assessing ethnicity. The survey asked the following 

question to participants "People living in Canada come from many different cultural and racial 

backgrounds. Are you: White, Chinese, South Asian (e.g., East Indian, Pakistani, Sri Lankan), Black, 

Filipino, Latin American, Southeast Asian (e.g., Cambodian, Indonesian, Laotian, Vietnamese), Arab, 

West Asian (e.g., Afghan, Iranian), Japanese, Korean, Other." However, only a small proportion of 

participants identified themselves as Black or Latin American, 1.2% and 0.3%, respectively. The vast 

majority (93.2%) identified themselves as White. As previously mentioned to the editor, we have 

added a sentence to the limitations to note this. 
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