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BMJ Open publishes all reviews undertaken for accepted manuscripts. Reviewers are asked to 

complete a checklist review form (http://bmjopen.bmj.com/site/about/resources/checklist.pdf) and 

are provided with free text boxes to elaborate on their assessment. These free text comments are 

reproduced below.   
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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Klaus Martin MD PhD 
Institute of anesthesiology  
German Heart Center Munich, Germany 

REVIEW RETURNED 15-Jun-2016 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS As far as I see the study protocol is appropriate for the mentioned 
topic. It is well written, inclusion process and analysis of data are 
described in a clear fashion. I do not see any problem in conducting 
this interesting analysis.  

 

REVIEWER Daniel Nishijima 
University of California, Davis School of Medicine  
United States of America 

REVIEW RETURNED 24-Jun-2016 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS Overall important topic. I anticipate there will not be any studies that 
meet inclusion criteria but this may be important to note. Do not thin 
the methods alone warrants publication - would recommend 
completing the systematic review then publishing the results with the 
methods given the anticipate lack of studies.   

 

REVIEWER Dr Stuart Hartshorn 
Birmingham Children's Hospital, UK 

REVIEW RETURNED 15-Aug-2016 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS Very clear study proposal for this systematic review.  
 
In page 3, line 10, is there a reference for the statement 
"hemorrhage continues to be the major cause of trauma-related 
death". I question whether this is the case for the paediatric 
population (c.f. adult trauma deaths)  
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VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Reviewer 1: No changes required  

 

Reviewer 2:  

"Overall important topic. I anticipate there will not be any studies that meet inclusion criteria but this 

may be important to note. Do not thin the methods alone warrants publication - would recommend 

completing the systematic review then publishing the results with the methods given the anticipate 

lack of studies."  

 

Response:  

We note the concerns of Dr. Nishijima in regards to the possibility of not having studies that meet our 

inclusion criteria. In starting this review, we were aware of one pediatric study regarding the use of 

Tranexamic acid in paediatric trauma (PED-TRAX) by Eckert et al. We have referenced this study 

within our introduction and have added an additional sentence at the end of our introduction to 

indicate our awareness of the potentially limited pool of studies. We agree with Dr. Nishijima that we 

need to be prepared to use our systematic review to expose the current knowledge gaps. The 

concluding sentence of our discussion emphasizes the role of our review in identifying these gaps.  

 

Reviewer 3:  

"Very clear study proposal for this systematic review.  

 

In page 3, line 10, is there a reference for the statement "hemorrhage continues to be the major cause 

of trauma-related death". I question whether this is the case for the paediatric population (c.f. adult 

trauma deaths)"  

 

Response  

We agree with Dr. Hartshorn that our statement that hemorrhage is “the major cause of trauma 

related death” is not accurate in children. There is insufficient evidence to discern what the actual 

contribution of hemorrhage is to paediatric trauma mortality. It is a significant contributor to a large 

number of deaths but probably not the majority and we have changed our statement to reflect that in 

the second paragraph of our introduction. We have referenced a Critical Care paper by Beno et al. 

who provide a good perspective on the likely contribution (a significant contributor but not the major 

cause of death). 
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