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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Jorge E. Gomez-Marin 
Universidad del Quindio, Colombia 

REVIEW RETURNED 04-May-2016 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This work adds to the knowledge of the prevalence of toxoplasmosis 
in Mexico. it is interesting because it reveals a low prevalence in the 
city where the study was done. The factor linked to low prevalence 
are also of interest, not only the factors related to the higher risk of 
this parasite infection. It would be important in the materials and 
methods section to include a description about the climate and 
geographical characteristics of the city: what is the mean 
precipitation level? Altitude above the sea level? Mean temperature? 
It appears now that precipitation and rainy seasons are linked 
strongly with prevalence of toxoplasmosis and can explain 
differences between cities. Some references to be included 
supporting this link: Afonso E, et al. Environmental determinants of 
spatial and temporal variations in the transmission of Toxoplasma 
gondii in its definitive hosts. Int J Parasitol Parasites Wildl. 
2013;2:278-85 and Gómez-Marin JE, et al. First Colombian 
multicentric newborn screening for congenital toxoplasmosis. PLoS 
Negl Trop Dis. 2011;5(5):e1195. In discussion section a comparative 
analysis with other cities of Mexico where similar methods and 
studies have been done would permit to the reader to have a better 
comprehension about what factors would explain heterogeneity in 
the prevalence of toxoplasmosis in this country.  

 

REVIEWER Ana Patrícia Lopes 
University of Trás-os-Montes e Alto Douro, Vila Real. Portugal 

REVIEW RETURNED 16-May-2016 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS In this manuscript the authors assess risk factors associated with 
positivity to T. gondii in pregnant women from central Mexico. The 
paper is in generally well written and the methods and approaches 
scientifically sound.  
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I have the following comments:  
 
1. Multiple analyses (instead of multivariate)  
 
2. Introduction, line 6: please remove “(T. gondii)”  
 
3. Material and methods: not all categories, and variables mentioned 
in the text appear in the Tables. The reverse is also true (ex. Alcohol 
consumption). Please correct.  
 
4. “Anti-T. gondii IgG/IgM antibodies” should be rephrase to read as 
“IgG/IgM antibodies to T. gondii”. This should be observed and 
corrected throughout the manuscript  
 
5. Results, page. 9, lines 27-30, 43-50; page 10, lines 4-14: remove 
description of variables from text. Information already mentioned in 
material and methods. Authors may mention that “the other clinical 
variables included did not show any association… “  
 
6. Results, page 9, line 56: replace “meat” by “out of house”.  
 
7. Discussion, page 11, line 30: add “overall” before 6.2%  
 
8. Discussion, page 13, line 18: replace “toxoplasmosis” by “T. 
gondii infection”  
 
9. Discussion, page 13, line 30: add “sporulated” before “oocysts”  
 
10. A figure of the geographic region under study would enrich the 
manuscript. 

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Reviewer: 1  

Jorge E. Gomez-Marin.  

Universidad del Quindio, Colombia.  

 

1. This work adds to the knowledge of the prevalence of toxoplasmosis in Mexico. it is interesting 

because it reveals a low prevalence in the city where the study was done. The factor linked to low 

prevalence are also of interest, not only the factors related to the higher risk of this parasite infection. 

It would be important in the materials and methods section to include a description about the climate 

and geographical characteristics of the city: what is the mean precipitation level? Altitude above the 

sea level? Mean temperature? It appears now that precipitation and rainy seasons are linked strongly 

with prevalence of toxoplasmosis and can explain differences between cities. Some references to be 

included supporting this link: Afonso E, et al. Environmental determinants of spatial and temporal 

variations in the transmission of Toxoplasma gondii in its definitive hosts. Int J Parasitol Parasites 

Wildl. 2013;2:278-85 and Gómez-Marin JE, et al. First Colombian multicentric newborn screening for 

congenital toxoplasmosis. PLoS Negl Trop Dis. 2011;5(5):e1195.  

 

Information about climate conditions was added (Figure 1).  

In addition, references supporting the influence of climate on prevalence of T. gondii infection was 

added (page 11, lines 20-23; and page 12, lines 1-4).  

 

 

In discussion section a comparative analysis with other cities of Mexico where similar methods and 

studies have been done would permit to the reader to have a better comprehension about what 
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factors would explain heterogeneity in the prevalence of toxoplasmosis in this country.  

 

Information about seroprevalence of T. gondii infection in pregnant women in Mexico was discussed 

(page 11, lines 13-20).  

 

Thank you for helping us to improve our manuscript.  

 

Reviewer: 2  

Ana Patrícia Lopes.  

University of Trás-os-Montes e Alto Douro, Vila Real. Portugal.  

 

In this manuscript the authors assess risk factors associated with positivity to T. gondii in pregnant 

women from central Mexico. The paper is in generally well written and the methods and approaches 

scientifically sound.  

I have the following comments:  

1. Multiple analyses (instead of multivariate)  

 

Multivariate was replaced with Multiple analyses (Abstract section, page 3, line 10).  

 

 

2. Introduction, line 6: please remove “(T. gondii)”  

 

“T. gondii” was removed.  

 

 

3. Material and methods: not all categories, and variables mentioned in the text appear in the Tables. 

The reverse is also true (ex. Alcohol consumption). Please correct.  

 

Table 1: Residence place and residence area were added to the text (page 6, line 15).  

Table 2: Number of pregnancies was added to Table 2 (pages-26-27). We did not include information 

about transplantations in this Table because there were not cases of transplantation. This information 

was added to the text (page 9, lines 16-17).  

Table 3: The number of variables was too long; therefore, we show a selection of variables in Table 3 

(pages 28-29), and provide more information in text (page 6, lines 20-21), and clarify (page 9, line 21-

22).  

 

 

4. “Anti-T. gondii IgG/IgM antibodies” should be rephrase to read as “IgG/IgM antibodies to T. gondii”. 

This should be observed and corrected throughout the manuscript  

 

Corrected throughout the manuscript.  

 

 

5. Results, page. 9, lines 27-30, 43-50; page 10, lines 4-14: remove description of variables from text. 

Information already mentioned in material and methods. Authors may mention that “the other clinical 

variables included did not show any association… “  

 

Corrected (page 9, lines 10-11, 15-16, and 20-21).  

 

 

6. Results, page 9, line 56: replace “meat” by “out of house”.  
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Corrected (page 9, line 19).  

 

 

7. Discussion, page 11, line 30: add “overall” before 6.2%.  

 

The word “overall” was added (page 11, line 12).  

 

 

8. Discussion, page 13, line 18: replace “toxoplasmosis” by “T. gondii infection”.  

 

“Toxoplasmosis” was replaced with “T. gondii infection” (page 13, lines 15-17).  

 

 

9. Discussion, page 13, line 30: add “sporulated” before “oocysts”.  

 

Added (page 13, line 22).  

 

 

10. A figure of the geographic region under study would enrich the manuscript.  

 

A Figure was added (pages 23-24) 

VERSION 2 – REVIEW 

REVIEWER Jorge E. Gomez-Marin 
Universidad del Quindio, Colombia 

REVIEW RETURNED 27-May-2016 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS The authors made the recommendations as suggested  
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