
PEER REVIEW HISTORY 

BMJ Open publishes all reviews undertaken for accepted manuscripts. Reviewers are asked to 

complete a checklist review form (http://bmjopen.bmj.com/site/about/resources/checklist.pdf) and 

are provided with free text boxes to elaborate on their assessment. These free text comments are 

reproduced below.   

 

ARTICLE DETAILS 

TITLE (PROVISIONAL) Glycosylated Haemoglobin as a Predictor of Cardiovascular Events 
and Mortality: A Protocol for a Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis 

AUTHORS Cavero-Redondo, Iván; Peleteiro, Barbara; Álvarez-Bueno, Celia; 
Rodriguez-Artalejo, Fernando; Martinez-Vizcaino, Vicente 

 

VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Lazzeri Chiara 
Italy 

REVIEW RETURNED 24-Apr-2016 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS The study protocol is clear. We suggest that the Authors should 
specify whether the study will be conducted in the general 
population and/or in specific subgroups (i.e. diabetic). No age cut-
off?  

 

REVIEWER Satyajeet Roy 
Associate Professor of Medicine, Attending Physician  
Cooper University Hospital - Cooper Medical School of Rowan 
University  
1103 North Kings Highway, Suite 203, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 
08034, USA. 

REVIEW RETURNED 31-May-2016 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This is a relevant and much needed study protocol for a systemic 
review and meta-analysis. I suggest the following minor inclusions:  
1. Under the section Methods and Analysis subsection Literature 
review, please mention the duration of the search of the database, 
such as from the date of their establishment until a specific date.  
2. In the same section, please mention where will you download all 
of the citations (e.g., RefWorks) and mention the version, software, 
city, state and country.   

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Reviewer: 1  

 

Reviewer Name  

Lazzeri Chiara  

 

The study protocol is clear. We suggest that the Authors should specify whether the study will be 

conducted in the general population and/or in specific subgroups (i.e. diabetic). No age cut-off?  
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Authors:  

Thank you for the reviewer’s comment. As suggested we have included in “Study selection and data 

extraction” section the population characteristics and in “Subgroup analyses and meta-regression” 

section information regarding age cut-off as follows:  

 

“Two authors will independently extract data regarding author information, year of publication, design 

of the study, country, study project name and year of data collection, number, age of participants, 

population characteristics (diabetic or non-diabetic), methods used for HbA1c test certified by National 

Glycohemoglobin Standardization Program (NGSP), …”  

 

“Subgroup analyses and meta-regression will be performed based on the cardiovascular outcomes 

(myocardial infarction, stroke, MACE, coronary heart disease, heart failure), cause of death studied 

(all causes of mortality or cardiovascular mortality), on the type of population included in the studies 

(diabetic, pre-diabetic or non-diabetic), or on the age of the study participants (young adults aged 18–

35 years, middle-aged adults aged 36–55 years, or older adults aged older than 55 year)s, …”  

 

Reviewer: 2  

 

Reviewer Name  

Satyajeet Roy  

 

 

This is a relevant and much needed study protocol for a systematic review and meta-analysis. I 

suggest the following minor inclusions:  

1. Under the section Methods and Analysis subsection Literature review, please mention the duration 

of the search of the database, such as.  

 

2. In the same section, please mention where will you download all of the citations (e.g., RefWorks) 

and mention the version, software, city, state and country.  

Authors:  

Thank you for the reviewer’s comments. As suggested, we have included the information regarding 

these concerns:  

“The literature search will be conducted using the MEDLINE (via PubMed), EMBASE, the Cochrane 

Central Register of Controlled Trials, the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews, and the Web of 

Science databases from the date of their inception until August 2016. Study records will be managed 

by means of the Mendeley reference manager (Mendeley Ltd. 2016, United Kingdom)” 
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