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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Nicholas Batley 
American University of Beirut Medical Center  
Beirut  
Lebanon 

REVIEW RETURNED 11-Nov-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS Overall a well written paper on an interesting topic.  
 
Obviously the dreadful response rate is a limitation but it's an 
understandable one given the circumstances in the country.  
 
Revisions I think would enhance the paper are more comparisons 
with international standards/numbers. For instance, the authors state 
"The estimated cost of training each medical student ranged from 
US$6,450 to US$110,000 compared to a global average of 
$113,000". This puts the cost of medical education in Iraq into 
perspective. It would enhance the paper's impact significantly if 
other such comparisons were made. For example a startling 26% of 
students were considering dropping out. How does this compare to 
UK or U.S. medical schools or schools in the region where there is 
no active conflict? Another example would be the enormous 
percentage of students who intend to leave Iraq after graduation. 
How does that compare to other countries in the region or 
worldwide? It may be challenging to get such data but was any effort 
made to attempt to discover it? Other findings in the study would 
also probably benefit if this context was created.  
 
Was any consideration given to including some of the students’ 
comments?  
 
One minor point: It was distracting and not useful to include 
percentages in the Deans’ responses – “2 (25%) felt there was no 
change and 1 (12%) felt it had improved”, versus “Two of the eight 
deans who responded felt there was no change whereas one felt it 
had improved." 

 

REVIEWER Derek Summerfield 
Institute of Psychiatry, King's College, University of London 

REVIEW RETURNED 24-Nov-2015 
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GENERAL COMMENTS This is a questionnaire based study of medical schools and medical 
students in Iraq. The focus is the impact of conflict on medical 
education, and the country in question has of course suffered two 
invasions in the last 24 years and ongoing internal violence since 
2003. I think this is a worthwhile area of study, with possible 
implications in other conflict zones. The authors attempt to contact 
with all 24 medical schools in Iraq, of whom a third completed the 
survey. At total of just under 200 medical students responded. This 
paper reports at some length how the study was conducted and its 
conclusions, and has appendices as well. Whilst clearly the authors’ 
had hoped that more than one in three medical schools would 
participate, I feel that what they have is probably a sufficient sample 
for their purposes. I think that the paper could be compressed 
without losing much, though perhaps there is less imperative to do 
this when the journal is electronic. One major finding – that nearly 
two thirds of medical students had felt personally unsafe because of 
violent insecurity- is sobering enough, and perhaps even more so 
that 56% of students intend to leave Iraq after graduating. For a 
country that once had an excellent western-style health system, this 
latter finding is a depressing one, though perhaps expected.  
All in all I think there is a reasonable claim for this paper to be 
published in BMJ open. 

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Reviewer: 1  

 

Please leave your comments for the authors below  

 

Overall a well written paper on an interesting topic.  

 

Obviously the dreadful response rate is a limitation but it's an understandable one given the 

circumstances in the country.  

 

Revisions I think would enhance the paper are  

 

1. It would enhance the paper's impact significantly if other such comparisons were made. For 

example a startling 26% of students were considering dropping out. How does this compare to UK or 

U.S. medical schools or schools in the region where there is no active conflict?  

- This has been contextualised with a global average derived from a meta-analysis of 40 international 

studies.  

 

2. Another example would be the enormous percentage of students who intend to leave Iraq after 

graduation. How does that compare to other countries in the region or worldwide? It may be 

challenging to get such data but was any effort made to attempt to discover it?  

- This has been searched and contextualised both with respect to other medical students of other 

countries (a study from 6 in Sub-saharan Africa, and large studies in Ghana and Pakistan) and by 

drawing attention to current research that shows emigrated Iraqi doctors have little intention to return 

to Iraq.  

 

3. Other findings in the study would also probably benefit if this context was created.  

- We have further contextualised both the physician density in Iraq and Iraqi birth rate in comparison 

to other EMRO countries. We feel all key aspects of the discussion are now adequately 

contextualised for the reader.  
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4. Was any consideration given to including some of the students’ comments?  

- We feel Figure 5 - which is dedicated to illustrating student comments – adequately provides the 

reader with a detailed understanding of the student comments and perspectives captured by this 

study.  

 

5. One minor point: It was distracting and not useful to include percentages in the Deans’ responses – 

“2 (25%) felt there was no change and 1 (12%) felt it had improved”, versus “Two of the eight deans 

who responded felt there was no change whereas one felt it had improved."  

- This has been edited to reflect the suggestion, numerals have been used when not beginning a 

sentence.  

 

 

 

Reviewer: 2  

 

Please leave your comments for the authors below  

 

This is a questionnaire based study of medical schools and medical students in Iraq. The focus is the 

impact of conflict on medical education, and the country in question has of course suffered two 

invasions in the last 24 years and ongoing internal violence since 2003. I think this is a worthwhile 

area of study, with possible implications in other conflict zones. The authors attempt to contact with all 

24 medical schools in Iraq, of whom a third completed the survey. At total of just under 200 medical 

students responded. This paper reports at some length how the study was conducted and its 

conclusions, and has appendices as well. Whilst clearly the authors’ had hoped that more than one in 

three medical schools would participate, I feel that what they have is probably a sufficient sample for 

their purposes. I think that the paper could be compressed without losing much, though perhaps there 

is less imperative to do this when the journal is electronic. One major finding – that nearly two thirds of 

medical students had felt personally unsafe because of violent insecurity- is sobering enough, and 

perhaps even more so that 56% of students intend to leave Iraq after graduating. For a country that 

once had an excellent western-style health system, this latter finding is a depressing one, though 

perhaps expected.  

All in all I think there is a reasonable claim for this paper to be published in BMJ open.  

- We thank the reviewer for their synthesis  

 

Finally, we have edited Table 2 to incorporate data that enables comparison where appropriate to 

findings reported in another study in 2012. 

 

VERSION 2 – REVIEW 

REVIEWER Nicholas Batley 
American University of Beirut Medical Centre, Beirut, Lebanon 

REVIEW RETURNED 01-Dec-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS I think the incorporated changes do strengthen the paper.  
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