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BMJ Open publishes all reviews undertaken for accepted manuscripts. Reviewers are asked to 

complete a checklist review form (http://bmjopen.bmj.com/site/about/resources/checklist.pdf) and 

are provided with free text boxes to elaborate on their assessment. These free text comments are 

reproduced below.   

 

ARTICLE DETAILS 

TITLE (PROVISIONAL) Associations of pregnancy-associated plasma protein-A level with 
essential hypertension and hypertensive disorders in pregnancy in 
Chinese population: a meta-analysis of 20 research studies involving 
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AUTHORS Cai, Gaojun; Zhang, Bifeng; Weng, Weijin; Yang, Liping; SHI, 
Ganwei; Xue, Sheliang; Fu, Xingli 

 

VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Varol, Fuesun G. 
Trakya Univ 

REVIEW RETURNED 11-May-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS The reviewer completed the checklist but made no further 
comments. 

 

REVIEWER Mani, Arya 
Yale university school of medicine, internal medicine 

REVIEW RETURNED 28-May-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS The investigators have carried out metanalysis of studies that have 
examined the relationship between serum/plasma Pappalysin-1 also 
known as pregnancy-associated plasma protein A with essential 
hypertension and hypertensive disorders in pregnancy in Chinese 
population. Thy have used standard statistical methods and have 
explained the limitations well.  
There are several concerns that need to be addressed. Beside the 
fact that results may be biased because negative data seldom get 
published, they have to mention that low level of this protein is also 
associated with complications of pregnancy such as placenta 
abnormalities resulting in adverse complications such as intrauterine 
growth restriction, placenta abruption, premature birth or fetal 
demise.  
Whether these issues were addressed in the reviewed manuscripts.  
In addition, how hypertensive disorders in pregnancy were defined in 
reviewed manuscripts is important, as many of them may overlap 
with essential hypertension.  
I  
 
In general it should be noted somewhere in the manuscript the low 
levels of Pappalysin-1 are also pathological, which complicates 
ana;ysis.  
Minor: in the title the entire protein name (pregnancy-associated 
plasma protein A) should ne mentioned and not only protein A.  
The language needs major revision. 

 on M
ay 16, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bm

jopen.bm
j.com

/
B

M
J O

pen: first published as 10.1136/bm
jopen-2015-008210 on 28 S

eptem
ber 2015. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bmjopen.bmj.com/site/about/resources/checklist.pdf
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/


 

REVIEWER Allgar, Victoria 
York University, HYMS/Health Sciences 

REVIEW RETURNED 08-Jul-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS The reviewer completed the checklist but made no further 
comments. 

 

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Reviewer: 1  

Reviewer Name G.Füsun Varol  

This paper is good paper which is acceptable features.  

Answer: Thank Dr. G.Füsun Varol very much for taking time to revies our manuscript.  

 

Reviewer: 2  

The investigators have carried out metanalysis of studies that have examined the relationship 

between serum/plasma Pappalysin-1 also known as pregnancy-associated plasma protein A with 

essential hypertension and hypertensive disorders in pregnancy in Chinese population. Thy have 

used standard statistical methods and have explained the limitations well.  

There are several concerns that need to be addressed. Beside the fact that results may be biased 

because negative data seldom get published, they have to mention that low level of this protein is also 

associated with complications of pregnancy such as placenta abnormalities resulting in adverse 

complications such as intrauterine growth restriction, placenta abruption, premature birth or fetal 

demise.  

Whether these issues were addressed in the reviewed manuscripts.  

In addition, how hypertensive disorders in pregnancy were defined in reviewed manuscripts is 

important, as many of them may overlap with essential hypertension.  

In general it should be noted somewhere in the manuscript the low levels of Pappalysin-1 are also 

pathological, which complicates analysis.  

Minor: in the title the entire protein name (pregnancy-associated plasma protein A) should ne 

mentioned and not only protein A.  

The language needs major revision.  

Answer: Yes, as the reviewer's comments, the low level of this protein is associated with 

complications of pregnancy. We've added it in our manuscript. We also added the diagnostic criteria 

of HDP in the paper. A native English speaker has revised our manuscript.  

 

Reviewer: 3  

From a statistical point of view the correct analyses have been undertaken and the results are well 

presented.  

Answer: Thanks Dr. Victoria Allgar very much for taking time to review our manuscript.  
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