
PEER REVIEW HISTORY 

BMJ Open publishes all reviews undertaken for accepted manuscripts. Reviewers are asked to 

complete a checklist review form (http://bmjopen.bmj.com/site/about/resources/checklist.pdf) and 

are provided with free text boxes to elaborate on their assessment. These free text comments are 

reproduced below.   

 

ARTICLE DETAILS 

TITLE (PROVISIONAL) Prevalence and predictors of initial oral antibiotic treatment failure in 

adult emergency department patients with cellulitis: a pilot study 

AUTHORS Quirke, Michael; Boland, Fiona; Fahey, Tom ; O'Sullivan, Ronan; 
Hill, Arnold; Stiell, Ian; Wakai, Abel 

 

VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Jon W. Schrock MD 
MetroHealth Medical Center  
Cleveland, Ohio, USA 

REVIEW RETURNED 22-Jan-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This manuscript is a research proposal for an emergency 
department cellulitis trial to identify treatment failure rates for 
empirically prescribed oral antibiotics for ED patients discharged 
with cellulitis. Other objectives planned for this study include piloting 
a standardized clinical assessment, determine variables associated 
with treatment failures, evaluate eligibility criteria inter observer 
reliability.  
The study population with consist of cellulitis patients >16 years old 
from two Dublin, Ireland hospitals. Exclusion criteria will eliminate 
more dangerous skin and soft tissue infections including necrotizing 
infections, decubitus ulcers, cellulitis with osteomyelitis and fasciitis. 
The study will be performed in a prospective cohort fashion with 
consent obtains prior to participation. A planned 10% of patients with 
have a second provider evaluation to offer a second option on 
treatment plans and these will be compared. Sample size 
calculations have suggested that 152 patients are required to 
achieve statistical power.  
While cellulitis is a common ED presenting complaint there still is 
wide variability in the ways it is managed including antibiotics 
selection, route, and need for admission. This study should provide 
some insight into this area and give us insight into those patients 
who fail initial outpatient management of cellulitis.  
This manuscript is well written and well thought out. I look forward to 
seeing their results.   

 

REVIEWER Camilla Wiuff 
Health Protection Scotland, Scotland, UK 

REVIEW RETURNED 29-Jan-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS The paper is very well written and clearly explains how the pilot 
study on treatment failure in patients with cellulitis in emergency 
departments has been developed. The research question, 
methodology and outcome measure are clearly defined and the 
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overall study design is based on existing evidence and expert 
opinion.  
 
In order to benefit from publishing the study prior to conducting the 
study I suggest that the authors include a short discussion of any 
potential limitations to the study design.  

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

In the abstract, we make reference to the ethics and dissemination plan as suggested by Dr Schrock.  

 

Further to the reviewer's suggestion, we will disseminate study results directly to patients who have 

agreed to be enrolled in this study. During the two week follow-up phone call, we will directly ask 

patients if they would like to be notified of the final study results. This will be accomplished by sending 

them a copy of the final published study manuscript and a lay summary of this manuscript, to be 

written by the Principal Investigator.  

 

We have included a short discussion of the potential limitations to the study design as outlined by the 

second reviewer, Dr Wiuff.  
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