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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Motiur Rahman 
Oxford University Clinical Research Unit 
Vietnam 

REVIEW RETURNED 06-Dec-2014 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS Only CSWs from Nigeria is included in the study. It might be 
important to describe or add additional information why this 
particular group was included (higher proportion among CSWs or 
certain particular risk behaviors „are more prevalent in this group etc 
etc). Prostitution should be replaced with CSW throughout the 
manuscript.  
Introduction:  
No details extent of the problem? What is the proportion of Nigerian 
sex workers there? Is there any data suggesting that they are 
special group or group at higher risk then other CSWs.  
Page 4, Line 27: A 2004 reference was cited and if possible plz add 
recent reference  
Page 4 Line 57: diagnosis should be included along with treatment  
Methods:  
Page 5 Line 55: Why CSWs above 18 was selected? Legal age 
issue, consent issue or some other reasons?  
Page 6 line 19: Refusal rate was high, is there any particular reason 
for that? High refusal rate was a barrier for triangular group 
sessions.  
Page 6 line 35: The interview time was very short, and it might be 
difficult get details of risk perception with in this short time. 
Interviews were conducted in Spanish or English and neither of 
these languages are native language of the CSWs. Language 
barrier and its effect in data collection should be mentioned.  
Figure 1: Some texts are not in English, plz revise.  
Results:  
Page 8, line 47: partner should be non commercial sex partner  
Discussion:  
Page 13, line 29: It is not clear what is meant by preservatives? 
Some other commonly used terms should be used.  
Page 14, line: 28, it might be good to highlight the key issues from 
this study that can contribute in HIV intervention program designing 

 

REVIEWER Percy Fernández-Dávila 
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Stop Sida, Barcelona, Spain 

REVIEW RETURNED 23-Mar-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS I see some major issues that authors have to address:  
 
- There is certain confusion of some concepts used which are not 
applied in qualitative research. Qualitative research uses its own 
language. Quantitative research uses language that does not match 
with the vision of the human being of the qualitative paradigm. In 
qualitative research is often not spoken of "variables", “factor”, 
"determinants", etc. For example, "determinants" refers to factors 
that explain a phenomenon (in statistic, a multivariate logistic 
analysis seeks to find “determinants”). Therefore, an objective of this 
study cannot be “to analyze associated factors”. Qualitative research 
looks for understandings.  
 
- It is unclear what theoretical approach to data collection and 
analysis were used by the researchers. They mention 
phenomenology, content analysis and use concepts of grounded 
theory procedures (e.g. theoretical sampling, saturation). An 
interpretative phenomenological analysis uses its own procedures 
for data collecting and analyzing (see Smith, Flowers y Larkin 
(2009), Interpretative Phenomenological Analyisis. Londres: Sage).  
 
- It is not clear why the final number of participants was 8. Was there 
saturation or was it just that the number of participants that 
researchers could get?. The minimum number to reach saturation is 
usually 25 (see: Creswell, J.W. (2007). Qualitative inquiry and 
research design: choosing among five traditions (2 ed.). Thousand 
Oaks, Ca: Sage; y, Soneira, A.J. (2006). La “teoría fundamentada 
en los datos” (grounded theory) de Glaser y Strauss. En I. Vasilachis 
de Gialdino (coord.), Estrategias de investigación cualitativa (pp. 
153-173). Barcelona: Gedisa). Nigerian CSW is the main group of 
CSW which work in the Raval zone (see: annual report 2014, Ambit 
Dona association). The selection strategy through an informative 
session organized by an NGO seems to me that it was not enough 
(in Raval zone there is a GUM clinic where many CSW go to be 
tested for STI, why not authors chose participants from this centre, 
for example?).  
 
- Data does not corroborate the elaboration of figures 1 and 2. For 
example, if nobody used drugs, why is “drug abuse” an 
“occupational determinants”? (figure 1). There is not any data about 
“adaptation” in host country (e.g. what was the immigration impact? 
How was this process?) (figure 2).  
 
SPECIFIC COMMENTS:  
 
Introduction  
 
- Standardize use of terms: prostitution or sex work.  
- Add a description of Raval zone.  
- Include data about Nigerian CSW in the Raval zone (see: annual 
report 2014, Ambit Dona association).  
- If Nigerian CSW living in Spain initiated sex work and got infected 
with HIV in their country of origin, a review on the situation of HIV in 
Nigeria would make sense to be included in the introduction. But this 
is not the case.  
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Methods  
 
- There is a contradiction in how authors conducted the participants‟ 
selection. Did researchers pay 20€ or not? (see page 6, line 15 and 
line 20) .  
- During the interviews, what was the role of the observer?  
 
Results  
 
- In general, the data description is very superficial. For example it 
would have been interesting to explore in much greater depth: How 
does CSW feel about doing sex work?; Condon use with steady 
partner; How does some CSW get antibiotics? (in Spain antibiotics 
are sold with prescription. Maybe there is a “black market” among 
CSW).  
- Page 9, line 22: Who are “they”? (they ignored if they suffered…)  
- Page 9, line 30: Are you talking about steady or non-steady 
partners? both?  
- Page 9, line 42: “fear” to what?  
- Page 10: Change “Drug abuse” to “Drugs use”  
- Page 11, line 3: 20 Euros per service? what does sexual practices 
include a complete service?  
- Page 11, line 13: The phrase “visits were related to their 
occupation (blood tests, medication)” is not understood.  
 
Discussion  
 
- Mostly the discussion is based on data of other studies. Please try 
to focus on your own results.  
- I don‟t find any in deep description about personal determinants 
which forced them to become CSW. There is not a specific section 
in the results about the motives for starting/doing sexual work.  
- There is not any description about the life of CSW in their country 
of origin. Authors say “they lived in adverse financial conditional in 
their home country” and “… also describe adverse socioeconomic 
conditions since children”. But this is not coherent with the 
information that is shown in the results (page 8, lines 24-27).  
 
Conclusion  
 
- Conclusions are not based in their results. Data shown in the 
results is very poor in content.  
- Finally, what is the risk perception among CSW?  
 
Tables and figures:  
 
- Table 1: What does “workshop” mean?. Add residence status.  
- Table 2: Review quotations. For example: quote “I do not fuck 
behind, in my country we do not talk about it… there man with 
woman, woman with man, but not woman with woman, man with 
man, but it is never mentioned…” is in “Previous experience in 
Nigeria and Nigerian opinion on prostitution” category.  
- Figure 1: Some text is not translated. 
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VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

 

Reviewer: Motiur Rahman  

Reviewer comment  

Only CSWs from Nigeria is included in the study. It might be important to describe or add additional 

information why this particular group was included (higher proportion among CSWs or certain 

particular risk behaviors „are more prevalent in this group etc etc). Prostitution should be replaced with 

CSW throughout the manuscript.  

Answer:  

As we explained in the protocol (reference 24 of the manuscript) “We are initially interested in 

Nigerian CSWs, because they are widely present in the city of Barcelona, many of them are frequent 

users of the NGO services operating in the city centre and some research team members have 

professional contact with this population group, affording us a closer relationship with participants and 

familiarity with participants‟ situations. In addition, this study could allow for future comparisons with 

other studies performed on CSWs in Nigeria.”  

We changed the word prostitution to sex work on page 4 line 14, on page 4 line 53 and on page 8 

lines 20 and 28. We also changed the word prostitutes to CSWs on page 8 line 30.  

Introduction  

Reviewer comment  

No details extent of the problem? What is the proportion of Nigerian sex workers there? Is there any 

data suggesting that they are special group or group at higher risk then other CSWs.  

Answer:  

We did not find data referring to the number of Nigerian CSWs in Barcelona or in Spain. There is no 

previous study exclusively focusing on this population group. As a result, we do not know if there are 

more CSWs from Nigeria than from other countries.  

Reviewer comment  

Page 4, Line 27: A 2004 reference was cited and if possible plz add recent reference  

Answer:  

We used this reference by Belza from 2004, because it is one of the few studies conducted in Spain 

on immigrant CSWs.  

Reviewer comment  

Page 4 Line 57: diagnosis should be included along with treatment  

Answer:  

We agree with the reviewer. We added diagnosis along with treatment. We also added it on page 9 

line 15.  

Methods:  

Reviewer comment  

Page 5 Line 55: Why CSWs above 18 was selected? Legal age issue, consent issue or some other 

reasons?  

Answer:  

We chose CSWs over 18 years old because 18 is the legal age of adulthood in Spain. We added the 

comment to the text on page 5 line 56.  

Reviewer comment  

Page 6 line 19: Refusal rate was high, is there any particular reason for that? High refusal rate was a 

barrier for triangular group sessions.  

Answer:  

It was difficult to contact the study population. We did not find any health agents within this group. 

Contact was made through the NGOs in the area, but in these NGOs there was no one who spoke 

the languages of Nigeria; therefore, we had to talk to the CSWs in English or Spanish.  

The CSWs who refused to take part in the study stated the reasons listed in the manuscript: 

uninterested, wanted more economic incentives. Given these difficulties, coupled with the language 

barriers, it was impossible for us to conduct the triangular group sessions.  
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Reviewer comment  

Page 6 line 35: The interview time was very short, and it might be difficult get details of risk perception 

with in this short time. Interviews were conducted in Spanish or English and neither of these 

languages are native language of the CSWs. Language barrier and its effect in data collection should 

be mentioned.  

Answer:  

We did not find any person working in the NGOs who spoke any of the native languages of Nigeria, 

which made it more difficult to conduct the study. We invited CSWs who spoke English or Spanish 

fluidly to participate in the study. We believe that the interview time of around 30 to 40 minutes was 

sufficient, as there was enough time to talk about the most important issues. When an interview was 

longer, the CSW strayed from the subject and talked about more anecdotal aspects. It is important to 

note that we had previously contacted and talked to the CSWs, so at the start of the interview, it was 

not necessary to spend a long time presenting the project or the interviewers.  

The language difficulty is explained on page 13 line 52.  

Reviewer comment  

Figure 1: Some texts are not in English, plz revise.  

Answer:  

We translated the words in Spanish into English.  

Results:  

Reviewer comment  

Page 8, line 47: partner should be non commercial sex partner  

Answer:  

When we say partner, we mean her partner in her private life, while we use the term client, when 

there is a commercial relationship.  

Discussion:  

Reviewer comment  

Page 13, line 29: It is not clear what is meant by preservatives? Some other commonly used terms 

should be used.  

Answer:  

We accept the comment of the reviewer and changed the word preservatives to condoms on page 13 

line 29.  

Reviewer comment  

Page 14, line 28: it might be good to highlight the key issues from this study that can contribute in HIV 

intervention program designing  

Answer:  

We agree with the comment. We included the following paragraph in the text at the end of the 

conclusions:  

“When designing intervention programmes, it is necessary to consider the knowledge provided by 

qualitative studies that explore the beliefs and habits of the study population. Analysing these beliefs 

and habits in depth, as well as the cultural aspects and knowledge of the study population, is 

essential for designing more acceptable, adapted, appropriate and feasible interventions.  

All the participants in this study stated that they would engage in different work if they had the 

opportunity. Therefore, if the integration of these women in the host society was improved and they 

could more easily access other labour activities, they would not be required to work as CSWs.”   

Reviewer: Percy Fernández-Dávila  

GENERAL COMMENTS  

Reviewer comment  

- There is certain confusion of some concepts used which are not applied in qualitative research. 

Qualitative research uses its own language. Quantitative research uses language that does not match 

with the vision of the human being of the qualitative paradigm. In qualitative research is often not 

spoken of "variables", “factor”, "determinants", etc. For example, "determinants" refers to factors that 

explain a phenomenon (in statistic, a multivariate logistic analysis seeks to find “determinants”). 
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Therefore, an objective of this study cannot be “to analyze associated factors”. Qualitative research 

looks for understandings.  

Answer:  

We have changed the terms used in quantitative research for terms specifically used in qualitative 

research in page 2, lines 8-10; page 5, line33; page 5, line 57; page 6, line 46; and in Figure 2.  

Reviewer comment  

- It is unclear what theoretical approach to data collection and analysis were used by the researchers. 

They mention phenomenology, content analysis and use concepts of grounded theory procedures 

(e.g. theoretical sampling, saturation). An interpretative phenomenological analysis uses its own 

procedures for data collecting and analyzing (see Smith, Flowers y Larkin (2009), Interpretative 

Phenomenological Analyisis. Londres: Sage).  

Answer:  

We thank the reviewer for this comment. In our opinion, theoretical and methodological adequacy 

exists between the phenomenological perspective, theoretical sampling, individual interviews and 

content analysis. In our study, we use the purposeful and theoretical sampling approach to achieve 

meaningful understanding of the study topic from the point of view of the Nigerian CSWs. We have 

selected the participants by means of purposive (in agreement with the phenomenological 

perspective, women who have experience as CSWs) and theoretical sampling techniques (maximum 

variation sampling which involves participants who can provide a variety of descriptions of the 

phenomenon).  

Although the theoretical sampling and saturation criteria are essential in grounded theory to provide 

insight into emerging theoretical constructs, they can also be used in other theoretical perspectives. In 

fact, the saturation criterion is one of the most used to define sample size in qualitative research.  

We added “purposeful” in page 5, line 54.  

   

Reviewer comment  

- It is not clear why the final number of participants was 8. Was there saturation or was it just that the 

number of participants that researchers could get?. The minimum number to reach saturation is 

usually 25 (see: Creswell, J.W. (2007). Qualitative inquiry and research design: choosing among five 

traditions (2 ed.). Thousand Oaks, Ca: Sage; y, Soneira, A.J. (2006). La “teoría fundamentada en los 

datos” (grounded theory) de Glaser y Strauss. En I. Vasilachis de Gialdino (coord.), Estrategias de 

investigación cualitativa (pp. 153-173). Barcelona: Gedisa).  

Nigerian CSW is the main group of CSW which work in the Raval zone (see: annual report 2014, 

Ambit Dona association). The selection strategy through an informative session organized by an NGO 

seems to me that it was not enough (in Raval zone there is a GUM clinic where many CSW go to be 

tested for STI, why not authors chose participants from this centre, for example?).  

Answer:  

In the section “Techniques to generate information” we explain our aim to interview a larger group of 

women and to form a triangular group. However, it was impossible due to the difficult access to this 

population group. We should underscore, though, that the analysis of the last interviews did not add 

novel or relevant information and therefore we considered that we had achieved discourse saturation. 

In addition, the minimum number of interviews varies and some authors consider that it depends both 

on the amount and the quality of information obtained (Guest, G., Bunce, A., and Johnson, L. How 

Many Interviews are Enough? An Experiment with Data Saturation and Variability. Field Methods. 

2006: 18: 59–82.)  

On the other hand, many of our efforts to recruit participants turned out to be inefficient. In relation to 

the NGOs in the Raval quarter, two were contacted by email and were not interested in collaborating. 

In “Ambit Dona” we had the opportunity to carry out an informative session which 8 Nigerian CSWs 

attended. However, none accepted to participate since they thought that there would be any sort of 

financial incentive. We realised then that most people go to these NGOs because they offer financial 

incentives. We did not have a budget allocated for that and moreover, while we acknowledge and are 

thankful for the participation, we would only want to reimburse the expenses (bus tickets, etc.).  
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We were not aware of a specific GUM clinic in the area and we were not informed of any during the 

phase of familiarization with the context.  

A social worker of “El lloc de la dona” (“The place of the woman”, a NGO in the Raval quarter) was 

the only one that collaborated in the recruitment of informants. She found it difficult to find potential 

participants for two main reasons: 1) the language barrier; and 2) the lack of financial incentive. We 

had to re-evaluate the situation and we resolved to offer 20 € for the participation in the study. We did 

not consider it pertinent to add all these details in the manuscript. However, in response to the 

reviewer‟s interest we have modified the following paragraph:  

Sampling and participant selection strategy  

…“Potential participants were approached by means of: (1) successive visits to the Raval streets by 

the research team, who explained the study‟s aim to the target population and a flyer with contact 

details was left in case they should want to take part in the study. Nobody called; (2) two meetings 

with the study population were organized with the collaboration of the NGO “Àmbit DONA”, where the 

project aims were explained. Nobody wanted to participate without a financial incentive; (3) the Centre 

for Prevention and Control of Sexually Transmitted Infections of Drassanes was also actively involved 

in approaching potential participants amongst the unit users; (4) and finally, the social workers from 

the NGO “El lloc de la dona” was also engaged in the recruitment of informants.”  

Reviewer comment  

- Data does not corroborate the elaboration of figures 1 and 2. For example, if nobody used drugs, 

why is “drug abuse” an “occupational determinants”? (figure 1). There is not any data about 

“adaptation” in host country (e.g. what was the immigration impact? How was this process?) (Figure 

2).  

Answer:  

We included the use of drugs under occupational determinant. We explored this dimension as an 

important element that can act as a booster of risky sexual exposure. For instance, a CSW under the 

influence of drugs or alcohol may be more prone to perform sexual services without condom and will 

have less control on the sexual services provided. Following the comment of the reviewer, we 

changed “Drug abuse” to “Alcohol and drugs use” in page 10, lines 11-13, in Figure 1 and in Table 2.  

 

The paragraph “Situation in the host country and personal expectations” and “Attitude with respect to 

their trade” both refers to the element “adaptation in host country”.  

 

We have changed the name of the category “Attitude with respect to their trade” to “Attitude and 

feelings in relation to their occupation” in page 10, line 19, in Table 2 and in Figure 1.  

 

We have explained the meaning of “Adaptation in host country” in Figure 2.  

We have added “their situation” in the category “Proposals to improve” in Table 2.  

 

We divided the category “Sexual practices” into: “Sexual practices with partners”, within “Personal 

health determinants”; and “Sexual practices with clients”, within “Occupational Determinants”. We 

have also added some quotations on these topics in Table 2.  

   

SPECIFIC COMMENTS:  

Introduction  

- Reviewer comment  

Standardize use of terms: prostitution or sex work. –  

Answer:  

We changed prostitution to sex work in page 4, line 14; in page 4, line 53; and in page 8, line 28. We 

also changed the word prostitutes to CSWs in page 8, line 30.  

- Reviewer comment  

Add a description of Raval zone.  

Answer:  
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A more extensive description of the Raval and the presence of CSWs in this neighbourhood have 

been included in the introduction section:  

“The Raval is a neighbourhood in the historical centre of Barcelona. During these last decades, the 

Raval has experienced significant sociodemographic and cultural changes. From a population that 

was mainly local, a large percentage of its current inhabitants (around 56.5%) are immigrants from 

Northern Africa and South East Asia. Sex workers in the Raval‟s streets are increasingly becoming 

the focus of attention. Indeed, sex work here is mainly practiced by immigrants, in particular from 

South America, Sub-Saharan Africa and Eastern Europe. Although it is forbidden by Catalan law, 

commercial sex work operates mainly in the streets”.  

- Reviewer comment  

Include data about Nigerian CSW in the Raval zone (see: annual report 2014, Ambit Dona 

association).  

Answer:  

We are sorry but after a meticulous search we have not been able to locate this report.  

- Reviewer comment  

If Nigerian CSW living in Spain initiated sex work and got infected with HIV in their country of origin, a 

review on the situation of HIV in Nigeria would make sense to be included in the introduction. But this 

is not the case.  

Answer:  

Although the participants came to the host country with expectations of a better life, they had to resort 

to CSW for survival. We believe that this paragraph emphasizes the importance of STIs in their 

country of origin and that it contributes to our understanding of the opinion and attitude of these 

women that can be partially constructed by the meaning of STIs in their country of origin. However, if 

the editor considers it is best we would accept the cancellation of this paragraph.  

Reviewer comment  

Methods  

- There is a contradiction in how authors conducted the participants‟ selection. Did researchers pay 

20€ or not? (see page 6, line 15 and line 20) .  

Answer:  

We have mentioned previously that while we disagree with financial incentives, we eventually gave 20 

€ to participants since they are used to financial incentives even to attend training at the NGOs.  

- During the interviews, what was the role of the observer?  

Answer:  

In view of the language barriers and the relevance of non-verbal communication, we considered that 

the field notes of the observer could complement the responses generated during the interview. We 

considered it crucial for the interviewer and the observer to go through the general impressions on the 

environment, strengths and limitations of the interview just after it finished.  

 

Reviewer comment  

Results  

- In general, the data description is very superficial. For example it would have been interesting to 

explore in much greater depth: How does CSW feel about doing sex work?; Condon use with steady 

partner; How does some CSW get antibiotics? (in Spain antibiotics are sold with prescription. Maybe 

there is a “black market” among CSW).  

Answer:  

We agree that these questions do not have their specific section. However, and while we consider it 

difficult to determine the depth of a qualitative data analysis, the following paragraphs include 

information on these topics:  

How does CSW feel about doing sex work?  

This aspect is reflected in the section “Attitude and feelings in relation to their occupation “(risky work, 

shame, need to find a proper job).  

Condon use with steady partner  
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We modified the category “Sexual practices” for “Sexual practices with partners” and included it in 

“Personal health determinants” (page 8, line 38 and Table 2); sexual relationships with clients 

continue in the category “The clients: sexual practices requested and refused” within “Occupational 

Determinants”. We added quotations on these topics on Table 2.  

How does some CSW get antibiotics?  

Antibiotics are obtained at the pharmacy with a doctor‟s prescription. We specify that these women 

attend health services. In addition, pharmacists can also dispense them directly.  

- Reviewer comment  

Page 9, line 22: Who are “they”? (they ignored if they suffered…)  

Answer:  

Here “they” refers to all participants. We changed the second “they” for “clients” on page 9, line 22.  

- Reviewer comment  

Page 9, line 30: Are you talking about steady or non-steady partners? both?  

Answer:  

With the term partner we refer to the partners in their private life, as opposed to clients. Reviewer 

comment  

Page 9, line 42: “fear” to what?  

Answer:  

“Participants refer fear of contagion, fear of what the health professionals will say to them in the health 

centre and fear of the results of the tests.” We added this text on page 9, line 43.  

- Reviewer comment  

Page 10: Change “Drug abuse” to “Drugs use”  

Answer:  

Please see comment above.  

- Reviewer comment  

Page 11, line 3: 20 Euros per service? what does sexual practices include a complete service?  

Answer:  

We have added: “for a service that includes sexual intercourse.”  

- Reviewer comment  

Page 11, line 13: The phrase “visits were related to their occupation (blood tests, medication)” is not 

understood.  

Answer:  

We accept the comment and modified the sentence: “Sometimes the visit is related to their 

occupation in which case they might consult for abdominal pain, vaginal itching or vaginal discharge, 

and might even request blood tests for the diagnosis of STIs.”  

Reviewer comment  

Discussion  

- Mostly the discussion is based on data of other studies. Please try to focus on your own results.  

Answer:  

The first paragraphs of the discussion summarize the most relevant findings of our study. We added 

to this section characteristics of this population and of the migration process: “The profile of the study 

participants reflects the diversity in age (age from 20 to 40 years) and in the presence or absence of a 

partner and children. On the other hand, most of our participants were poorly educated and all were 

irregular residents. As for the length of experience as CSW, it varied from one month to 8 years; 

former and seasonal CSW were also represented. As for the main reasons to leave their home 

country and emigrate to Europe, the following categories emerged from the participants‟ discourses: 

low socioeconomic position at home; lack of expectations; and association of Europe with greater 

opportunities.  

None of the informants mentioned previous experience as CSW in Nigeria, where there is a great 

stigma attached to sex work. None declared to be HIV positive.”  

This suggests that cultural traditions and traditional medicine have a significant role in the prevention 

of diseases including STIs.  
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Reviewer comment  

- I don‟t find any in deep description about personal determinants which forced them to become CSW. 

There is not a specific section in the results about the motives for starting/doing sexual work.  

Answer:  

We have modified the section on “Personal health determinants” (see below).  

Reviewer comment  

- There is not any description about the life of CSW in their country of origin. Authors say “they lived in 

adverse financial conditional in their home country” and “… also describe adverse socioeconomic 

conditions since children”. But this is not coherent with the information that is shown in the results 

(page 8, lines 24-27).  

Answer:  

We have rewritten the results adding information in the category “Personal health determinants” with 

aspects on context of origin and migration process. We also modified Table 2. The current version 

includes the following categories:  

Socioeconomic situation in the country of origin and migration process  

Participants explained that in their home country they lived with their families carrying out housework, 

may be also some sewing and selling in the market. However, these activities were not enough 

financially and no expectations of improvement existed. Although their social and family life in their 

countries of origin was good, they mentioned the lack of education and work opportunities as the main 

reasons to emigrate to Europe. One informant explained that a friend persuaded her to join her 

because she had improved her economic status and another explained that she arrived to Europe 

with the assistance of somebody to whom she was heavily indebted.  

 

Socioeconomic situation in the host country and personal expectations  

We have added the following paragraph: “Participants feel vulnerable, alone and without 

socioeconomic support. In consequence, they believe that their only way to survive is commercial sex 

work. Most explain that they live in very poor conditions and poorly integrated in society, which further 

hinders their possibilities of finding a proper job and proper housing.”  

 

Previous experience in Nigeria and Nigerian opinion on sex work  

 

Sexual practices with partners  

 

Reviewer comment  

Conclusion  

- Conclusions are not based in their results. Data shown in the results is very poor in content.  

Answer:  

Following the suggestion of the reviewer, we proceeded to expand and enrich the results section of 

the manuscript; we have also modified the conclusions.  

“For instance, when they choose not to use a condom during intercourse with their partner”  

Reviewer comment  

- Finally, what is the risk perception among CSW?  

Answer:  

Figure 2 shows the elements involved in the perception of risk. The conclusions now include a larger 

explanation of this Figure.  

The perception of risk is based on various elements shown in Figure 2. Our informants consider that 

their occupation involves a high risk of contracting STI/HIV and acknowledge the use of condoms with 

the clients as the main preventive measure. However, the risk perception decreases when they 

consider intercourse with their partners. We should underscore that they do not consider themselves 

as a factor of dissemination of STIs.  

 

Reviewer comment  
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Tables and figures:  

- Table 1: What does “workshop” mean?. Add residence status  

Answer:  

Workshop refers to the courses offered with information on health matters and possibilities of 

employment. We added an explanation of “workshop” as a table caption.  

As specified in the manuscript, the status of all participants is of illegal immigrants.  

 

Reviewer comment  

- Table 2: Review quotations. For example: quote “I do not fuck behind, in my country we do not talk 

about it… there man with woman, woman with man, but not woman with woman, man with man, but it 

is never mentioned…” is in “Previous experience in Nigeria and Nigerian opinion on prostitution” 

category.  

Answer:  

The Tables and Figures were reviewed and the mistakes corrected. The quotations and categories 

were also reviewed. Some new categories and quotations were added to enrich the content of the 

work presented.  

Reviewer comment  

- Figure 1: Some text is not translated.  

Answer:  

We translated the words in Spanish into English. 
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