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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Michael Farrell 
National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre  
University of New South Wales  
Sydney  
Australia 

REVIEW RETURNED 04-Mar-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This is an original paper that reports on the difference in mortality 
between methadone and buprenorphine. There are significant 
limitations to the data in that the prescription data is on the number 
of prescriptions issued rather than the number of individuals who 
were treated, However it still provides a valid framework for looking 
at differences. It might benefit from exploring the range in the 
number of individuals that this may vary by because of this issue.  
 
The authors provide a succinct description of a major variation in 
mortality between methadone and buprenorphine. This is generally a 
well know characteristic but has not been empirically reported in 
many countries with the exception of Australia and Germany  
In the Australian study there was data to indicate that mortality after 
cessation of buprenorphine was elevated in the first month. The 
authors may wish to adddress that aspect in their discussion mindful 
that they do not have the data to explore this issue in their current 
study.   

 

REVIEWER Clive Tobutt 
University of Surrey  
UK 

REVIEW RETURNED 10-Mar-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS Thank-you for this important area of drug-related death. The 
analysis was very clear as was your discussions and 
recommendations.  
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I am extremely grateful to both parties for reviewing the manuscript  

 

I have corrected the typo error 'the 0.137' in the Abstract.  

 

I concur that the research is based on the number of prescriptions issued rather than number of 

individuals treated. This is a consequence of the way in which English & Welsh NHS prescription data 

are recorded: I will revise the manuscript to ensure this limitation is clearly expressed.  

 

The identification of an indicated rise in mortality following cessation of buprenorphine is interesting. I 

will reference this finding in the manuscript, noting that post-treatment mortality is beyond the scope 

of this study. 
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