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reproduced below.   

 

ARTICLE DETAILS 

TITLE (PROVISIONAL) Prevalence and incidence of dyslipidemia among adults in Africa: a 

systematic review and meta-analysis protocol 

AUTHORS Noubiap, Jean Jacques; Nansseu, Jobert Richie; Bigna, Jean Joel; 
Jingi, Ahmadou; Kengne, Andre 

 

VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Dr SCKM Motaung 
Tshwane University of Technology  
Faculty of Science  
Department of Biomedical Sciences  
 
Pretoria  
South Africa 

REVIEW RETURNED 02-Feb-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This is not a review article but a Systematic review protocol.  
 
1. Dyslipidaemia is well introduced and its relationship with 
Cardiovascular Diseases well presented.  
2. the objectives of the review and methods are clearly stated.  
3. the inclusion and exclusion criteria clearly outlined.  
4. Data extraction, management and analysis defined properly.  
5. Result reporting clearly defined, 

 

REVIEWER Professor Christy Okoromah 
College of Medicine University of Lagos, Nigeria 

REVIEW RETURNED 03-Feb-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS The title of this protocol should be rephrased to reflect the target 
population i.e. Adults, as stated in the objective and should read:  
"Prevalence" NOT "Prevalent" and "Incidence" NOT "incident" of 
dyslipidemia among Adults in Africa Or African Adults: a systematic 
review protocol  
 
There are other grammatical and formatting errors the authors 
should correct.  
 
The authors should make a clear statement on the eligibility for 
inclusion of articles with serious or significant ethical 
issues/concerns.  
The references need to be updated to reflect current relevant articles 
especially those by World Health Organization.  
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REVIEWER Anne E. Sumner 
National Institute of Diabetes, Digestive and Kidney Disease at NIH. 

REVIEW RETURNED 10-Feb-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS The manuscript entitled: Prevalent and incident dyslipidemia in 
Africa: a systematic review protocol by Noubiap et al. is essentially 
the methods section of the meta-analyses they propose to undertake 
– indeed starting now in February 2015.  
There are three issues: 1 minor and 2 major.  
The minor one is that the title should be changed to state this is a 
meta-analyses in sub-Saharan Africa.  
The two major issues are:  
1) The authors need to justify why a methods paper for how a meta-
analyses is being undertaken should be published as a separate 
document. In general meta-analyses are done without pre-
publication of the methods. In contrast, methods papers are routinely 
published for studies which involve clinical studies.  
Using the Jackson Heart Study as an example the authors are 
referred to:  
Taylor HA et al. Toward Resolution of Cardiovascular Health 
Disparities in African Americans: Design and Methods of the 
Jackson Heart Study Ethn Dis 2005;15(supple 6):S6-17.  
Payne TJ et al. Sociocultural methods in the Jackson Heart Study: 
conceptual and descriptive overview Ethn Dis 2005;15(supple 6):S6-
38-48  
Wilson JG et al. Study design for genetic analysis in the Jackson 
Heart Study, Ethn Dis 2005;15(supple 6):S6-30-37  
2) The authors seek to determine the prevalence of dyslipidemia in 
Africa populations. They never raise the issue of the unique 
characteristics of dyslipidemia in African descent populations, or 
how African descent populations have a different lipid profile of risk 
than white populations. The key black-white differences are in 
triglycerides levels. As well described in African-Americans and now 
beginning to be identified in Africans is the absence of 
hypertriglyceridemia even in the presence of insulin resistance and 
heart disease. The authors should definitely make their stated goal 
to determine the prevalence of dyslipidemia in Africans, as well as 
the unique characteristics of the lipid profile in this population which 
predicts risk. In the United States, the two major groups who have 
investigated the issue of black-white differences in the lipid profile of 
risk are Kwame Osei at Ohio State University and our group in 
intramural NIH/NIDDK.  
The authors are referred to:  
Sumner AE et al. Low HDL-cholesterol with normal triglyceride 
levels is the most common lipid pattern in West Africans and African-
Americans with Metabolic Syndrome: Implications for cardiovascular 
disease prevention, CVD Prevention and Control 2010;5:75-80.  
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VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

REVIEWER 1  

Reviewer‟s Comment  

1. Dyslipidaemia is well introduced and its relationship with Cardiovascular Diseases well presented.  

2. The objectives of the review and methods are clearly stated.  

3. The inclusion and exclusion criteria clearly outlined.  

4. Data extraction, management and analysis defined properly.  

5. Result reporting clearly defined.  

Authors‟ Response  

Thank you.  

 

REVIEWER 2  

Reviewer‟s Comment 1  

The title of this protocol should be rephrased to reflect the target population i.e. Adults, as stated in 

the objective and should read: "Prevalence" NOT "Prevalent" and "Incidence" NOT "incident" of 

dyslipidemia among Adults in Africa Or African Adults: a systematic review protocol  

Authors‟ Response 1  

Thank you for this suggestion. The title has been changed accordingly and now reads: “Prevalence 

and incidence of dyslipidemia among adults in Africa: a systematic review and meta-analysis protocol”  

 

Reviewer‟s Comment 2  

There are other grammatical and formatting errors the authors should correct.  

Authors‟ Response 2  

Thank you. The manuscript has been entirely checked for errors, and errors that we found have been 

corrected.  

 

Reviewer‟s Comment 3  

The authors should make a clear statement on the eligibility for inclusion of articles with serious or 

significant ethical issues/concerns.  

Authors‟ Response 3  

Thank you for this suggestion. As stated in the revised manuscript, we will exclude all studies with 

serious ethical issues.  

 

Reviewer‟s Comment 4  

The references need to be updated to reflect current relevant articles especially those by World 

Health Organization.  

Authors‟ Response 4  

Thank you for this suggestion. We have added information from the World Health Organization 

bearing on dyslipidemia.  

 

 

REVIEWER 3  

Reviewer‟s Comment 1  

The title should be changed to state this is a meta-analyses in sub-Saharan Africa.  

Authors‟ Response 1  

Thank you for this suggestion. The title has been changed accordingly as it reads: “Prevalence and 

incidence of dyslipidemia among adults in Africa: a systematic review and meta-analysis protocol”  

 

Reviewer‟s Comment 2  

The authors need to justify why a methods paper for how a meta-analyses is being undertaken should 

be published as a separate document. In general meta-analyses are done without pre-publication of 

the methods. In contrast, methods papers are routinely published for studies which involve clinical 
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studies.  

Using the Jackson Heart Study as an example the authors are referred to:  

Taylor HA et al. Toward Resolution of Cardiovascular Health Disparities in African Americans: Design 

and Methods of the Jackson Heart Study Ethn Dis 2005;15(supple 6):S6-17.  

Payne TJ et al. Sociocultural methods in the Jackson Heart Study: conceptual and descriptive 

overview Ethn Dis 2005;15(supple 6):S6-38-48  

Wilson JG et al. Study design for genetic analysis in the Jackson Heart Study, Ethn Dis 

2005;15(supple 6):S6-30-37  

Authors‟ Response 2  

Thank you for raising this point. Unlike the reviewer‟s suggestion publication of method papers for 

systematic reviews is increasingly common and encouraged, and numerous examples are available in 

the specialized journal „Systematic Reviews‟ (http://www.systematicreviewsjournal.com/content). For 

systematic reviews published through organizations such as the Cochrane collaboration or Joanna 

Briggs Institute, preparing a protocol is a rule. Many groups have advocated the 

registration/publication of protocols of systematic reviews to increase the availability and accessibility 

of a priori methods for systematic reviews. Expectations are that such an approach will help avoiding 

duplications and publications biases of systematic reviews. The establishment of the PROSPERO 

register (http://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero) serves among other to promote this new approach to 

systematic review. In less than 4 years of existence, PROSPERO has registered over 5000 protocols 

for systematic reviews. Further efforts to promote and facilitate the publication of protocols for 

systematic review includes the recent publication of the PRISMA-P 2015 guidelines, with the aim to 

improve the reporting of systematic review and meta-analysis protocols [1].  

1. Moher D, Shamseer L, Clarke M, Ghersi D, Liberti A, Petticrew M, Shekelle P, Steward LA; 

PRISMA-P Group. Preferred reporting items for systematic review and meta-analysis protocols 

(PRISMA-P) 2015 statement. Syst Rev. 2015; 4(1):1.  

 

Reviewer‟s Comment 3  

The authors seek to determine the prevalence of dyslipidemia in Africa populations. They never raise 

the issue of the unique characteristics of dyslipidemia in African descent populations, or how African 

descent populations have a different lipid profile of risk than white populations. The key black-white 

differences are in triglycerides levels. As well described in African-Americans and now beginning to 

be identified in Africans is the absence of hypertriglyceridemia even in the presence of insulin 

resistance and heart disease. The authors should definitely make their stated goal to determine the 

prevalence of dyslipidemia in Africans, as well as the unique characteristics of the lipid profile in this 

population which predicts risk. In the United States, the two major groups who have investigated the 

issue of black-white differences in the lipid profile of risk are Kwame Osei at Ohio State University and 

our group in intramural NIH/NIDDK.  

The authors are referred to: Sumner AE et al. Low HDL-cholesterol with normal triglyceride levels is 

the most common lipid pattern in West Africans and African-Americans with Metabolic Syndrome: 

Implications for cardiovascular disease prevention, CVD Prevention and Control 2010;5:75-80.  

Authors‟ Response 3  

Thank you for this concern. The issue of the unique characteristics of dyslipidemia in African descent 

populations has been discussed in the revised manuscript where it reads: “The review will also 

determine the characteristics of dyslipidemia in the African populations, and may help to confirm 

some unique features of dyslipidemia previously reported in a population of West Africans and African 

Americans. Indeed, low HDL-Cholesterol with normal triglyceride levels was found to be the most 

common lipid pattern in West Africans and African Americans with metabolic syndrome, suggesting 

that the lipid profile associated with cardiovascular risk in populations of African ethnicity may differ 

from that in Caucasians [21].”  

Furthermore, the objective of the review has been changed to: “To conduct a systematic review and 

meta-analysis to determine the prevalence, incidence and characteristics of dyslipidemia in 

populations within countries in Africa”. 
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VERSION 2 – REVIEW 

REVIEWER Anne E. Sumner, MD 
NIH, The United States of America 

REVIEW RETURNED 17-Feb-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS The manuscript is much improved. Another article demonstrating the 
unique characteristics of the lipid profile in Africans that might be of 
interest to the authors from our group is:  
 
Knight, MG, Goedecke, JH, Ricks, M, Evans, J, Levitt, NS, Tulloch-
Reid, MK, Sumner AE, The TG/HDL-C Ratio Does Not Predict 
Insulin Resistance in Overweight Women of African Descent: A 
Study of South African, African American and West African Women 
Ethn Dis 2011;21:490-5  
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