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complete a checklist review form (http://bmjopen.bmj.com/site/about/resources/checklist.pdf) and 
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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Giuseppe Carrà 
Department of Mental Health. San Gerardo's University Hospital, 
Monza (I) 

REVIEW RETURNED 14-Jul-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This is an interesting and well written protocol on an important topic. 
For sure it deserves to be considered for publication. However, I 
have few minor comments authors may wish to address.  
1. In the background, among known risk factors, it would be 
appropriate to make reference to comorbid mental disorders, i.e., 
http://www.drugandalcoholdependence.com/article/S0376-
8716%2813%2900418-3/abstract  
2. Outcomes explored should be better described and defined since 
"Effectiveness data, with any type  
of comparator" look somehow vague  
3. Also likely limitations would deserve some more thoughts and 
comments.  
4. Finally, potential stats in terms of pooled analyses, at least for 
potential dichotomous rather than continuous outcomes, could be 
described in more details  
 
However, as a whole this is an interesting and promising piece of 
work and look forward to reading the proper metaanalysis   

 

REVIEWER Rebecca Winter 
Burnet Institute, Australia 

REVIEW RETURNED 05-Aug-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS The manuscript describes a protocol for a systematic review of 
community-based interventions to prevent future illicit drug 
overdose. The authors note that a recent systematic review was 
conducted which included treatment for a presenting overdose (i.e. 
naloxone). The proposed review will assess only interventions 
initiated in the pre-hospital and community setting to prevent future 
overdose. It will also include studies on safe injecting facilities.  
 

 on M
ay 16, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bm

jopen.bm
j.com

/
B

M
J O

pen: first published as 10.1136/bm
jopen-2015-008981 on 3 N

ovem
ber 2015. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bmjopen.bmj.com/site/about/resources/checklist.pdf
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/


I believe that the proposed review will add to the evidence on 
various forms of illicit drug overdose prevention and therefore has 
merit. Nonetheless, the fact remains that it is very difficult to 
compare the results of studies of different intervention types in this 
area. I would be surprised if there were adequate comparable 
variables and study homogeneity to conduct a meta-analysis. 
However, a descriptive analysis of the results will still hold 
considerable value.  
 
The protocol appears to be robust and follow Cochrane 
Collaboration guidelines. I look forward to seeing the results of this 
review. 

 

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Reviewer #1  

This is an interesting and well written protocol on an important topic. For sure it deserves to be 

considered for publication. However, I have few minor comments authors may wish to address.  

1. In the background, among known risk factors, it would be appropriate to make reference to 

comorbid mental disorders, i.e., http://www.drugandalcoholdependence.com/article/S0376-

8716%2813%2900418-3/abstract  

2. Outcomes explored should be better described and defined since "Effectiveness data, with any 

type of comparator" look somehow vague  

3. Also likely limitations would deserve some more thoughts and comments.  

4. Finally, potential stats in terms of pooled analyses, at least for potential dichotomous rather than 

continuous outcomes, could be described in more details  

However, as a whole this is an interesting and promising piece of work and look forward to reading 

the proper metaanalysis  

 

Thank you. We have addressed this and updated the manuscript  

 

Reviewer #2  

The manuscript describes a protocol for a systematic review of community-based interventions to 

prevent future illicit drug overdose. The authors note that a recent systematic review was conducted 

which included treatment for a presenting overdose (i.e. naloxone). The proposed review will assess 

only interventions initiated in the pre-hospital and community setting to prevent future overdose. It will 

also include studies on safe injecting facilities.  

I believe that the proposed review will add to the evidence on various forms of illicit drug overdose 

prevention and therefore has merit. Nonetheless, the fact remains that it is very difficult to compare 

the results of studies of different intervention types in this area. I would be surprised if there were 

adequate comparable variables and study homogeneity to conduct a meta-analysis. However, a 

descriptive analysis of the results will still hold considerable value.  

The protocol appears to be robust and follow Cochrane Collaboration guidelines. I look forward to 

seeing the results of this review.  

 

Thank you. If we find sufficient clinical or statistical heterogeneity to prevent a valid meta-analysis, we 

will employ a narrative synthesis to describe community-based interventions, their delivery and use, 

and how effectively they prevent fatal overdoses. We have updated the manuscript to reflect this. 
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