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BMJ Open publishes all reviews undertaken for accepted manuscripts. Reviewers are asked to 

complete a checklist review form (http://bmjopen.bmj.com/site/about/resources/checklist.pdf) and 

are provided with free text boxes to elaborate on their assessment. These free text comments are 

reproduced below.   
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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Sang Do Shin 
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REVIEW RETURNED 16-Jun-2015 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This is a very good study on UK national OHCA registry but we need 
more details on method.  
 
1. Could you add more details on data variables including variable 
name and brief definition?  
- each variable and definition in Table be described  
 
2. Could you describe the study setting?  
- how many population is covered  
- how many ambulances/ paramedics/ dispatch centers  
- how many patients are transported by ambulances  
- prehospital CPR protocol approved by medical directors  
- how many acute hospital A/E department  
- post resuscitation protocol in hospitals  
 
Readers can understand more exact information on your study if you 
add above questions. 

 

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

1. Could you add more details on data variables including variable name and brief definition?  

- each variable and definition in Table be described  

Table added to manuscript with current variables and where they are collected from.  

 

2. Could you describe the study setting?  

- how many population is covered  

at the start of the study the population served by Ambulances services in England was 63,270,000. 

(Office for National Statistics 2013)  

- how many ambulances/ paramedics/ dispatch centers - Each Ambulance service operates at least 

one Emergency Operations Centre which co-ordinates all ambulance activity.  

- how many patients are transported by ambulances –  

In 2013 UK ambulance services received 9.1 million 999 calls. 7 million of these required an 
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emergency response and of these 2.7 were classified as needing an 8 minute response. These calls 

generated 5 million journeys to Emergency Departments.  

- - pre- hospital CPR protocol approved by medical directors - Association of Ambulance CEO’s and 

RCUK guidelines added  

- how many acute hospital A/E department  

There are approximately 247 Emergency Departments in the UK (CEM report 2013)  

- post resuscitation protocol in hospitals  

Cardiac Arrest - management post return of spontaneous circulation (2008) (Under Review) 

http://www.ics.ac.uk/ics-homepage/guidelines-and-standards/  

References added.  

 

The file has highlighted areas where changes have been made 
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