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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Martin Schecklmann 
Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, University of 
Regensburg 

REVIEW RETURNED 23-Sep-2014 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This review is very important. The methods are of high 
methodological standard.  
 
Just minor comments:  
 
- What is the rationale for selection of the relevant languages? How 
can the search strategy identify studies from different languages if 
languages use specific terms for tinnitus or hyperacusis - is the 
literature reserach restricted to papers with abstracts and titles 
concomittant in English and other languages? Please specify.  
- To which kind of tinnitus is the review restricted. If the authors are 
interested in chronic tinnitus five minutes might be to short? Is also 
intermittant tinnitus focus of the review? Please specify.  
- The authors might comment on the syntax of the databases to 
clarify for the reader why different search strategies (section search 
methods ofr identification of studies, table 1 and 2) for the different 
databases were used.  
- How can the authors ensure that they will not miss papers due to 
differences in the terms. For example, hyperacusis or hyperacousis 
are two notations of the same word.  
- Introduction: Is "perceived intensity" related to audiology measures 
of tinnitus intensity. Please specify.   

 

REVIEWER Alexandre Caixeta Guimarães 
University of Campinas, Brazil 

REVIEW RETURNED 02-Oct-2014 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS In line 34: "Approximate 40% of people with tinnitus also experience 
hyperacusis"  
 
This pecentage is very variable and it depends a lot on how 
hyperacusis is defined. It can vary from 7.3% to 79% of the patients, 
according with the following article.  
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(Guimarães AC, Carvalho GM, Voltolini MM, Zappelini CE, 
Mezzalira R, Stoler G, et al. Study of the relationship between the 
degree of tinnitus annoyance and the presence of hyperacusis. Braz 
J Otorhinolaryngol 2014;80:24-8) 
 
In line 34: "Approximate 40% of people with tinnitus also experience 
hyperacusis"  
 
This pecentage is very variable and it depends a lot on how 
hyperacusis is defined. It can vary from 7.3% to 79% of the patients, 
according with the following article.  
 
(Guimarães AC, Carvalho GM, Voltolini MM, Zappelini CE, 
Mezzalira R, Stoler G, et al. Study of the relationship between the 
degree of tinnitus annoyance and the presence of hyperacusis. Braz 
J Otorhinolaryngol 2014;80:24-8)  
 
Very well written manuscript of an important topic. This study shall 
provide adequated information to perform a future systematic review 
in this topic.  

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Reviewer Name Martin Schecklmann  

Institution and Country Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, University of Regensburg  

Please state any competing interests or state ‘None declared’: None declared.  

 

This review is very important. The methods are of high methodological standard.  

Thank you.  

 

Just minor comments:  

- What is the rationale for selection of the relevant languages? How can the search strategy identify 

studies from different languages if languages use specific terms for tinnitus or hyperacusis - is the 

literature reserach restricted to papers with abstracts and titles concomittant in English and other 

languages? Please specify.  

Thank you for this comment. Our strategy was to limit our scope to English, German and 

Scandinavian languages. This was for pragmatic and practical reasons, and we noted that this is 

wider than for many other systematic reviews.  

We also accept that using tinnitus and hyperacusis as our search terms would not identify papers 

using non standard spellings, nor other less specific terms (decreased sound tolerance for example). 

We felt however that such terms would be used in addition to the standard terminology however, so 

the risk of missing important papers was very low.  

 

- To which kind of tinnitus is the review restricted. If the authors are interested in chronic tinnitus five 

minutes might be to short? Is also intermittant tinnitus focus of the review? Please specify.  

Our focus is intentionally wide, and aims to identify all epidemiological studies made on tinnitus for 

this population. The 5-minutes duration will be one of the descriptive items and will be used to group 

the selected articles:  

(p.8):  

Tinnitus  

• Definition (selected articles will be grouped by their definition:  

1. No clear definition of tinnitus  

2. Limited to either a sound lasting for more than 5 minutes or exclusion of noise induced tinnitus  

3. Limited to a sound lasting for more than 5 minutes and exclusion of noise induced tinnitus. )  
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- The authors might comment on the syntax of the databases to clarify for the reader why different 

search strategies (section search methods for identification of studies, table 1 and 2) for the different 

databases were used.  

This is done because the structures of the databases are different. As PubMed uses specific terms for 

various age groups, we need to use filters in our search to get the right population (The following 

filters are used: “Preschool child”, “child”, “adolescents” and “young adults”)  

 

- How can the authors ensure that they will not miss papers due to differences in the terms. For 

example, hyperacusis or hyperacousis are two notations of the same word.  

Thank you for that point. See first comments above.  

 

- Introduction: Is "perceived intensity" related to audiology measures of tinnitus intensity. Please 

specify.  

The question of the extent to which perceived intensity correlates with matched intensity on 

psychoacoustic measures is interesting, but out of scope for the present study.  

 

 

Reviewer Name Alexandre Caixeta Guimarães  

Institution and Country University of Campinas, Brazil  

Please state any competing interests or state ‘None declared’: None declared  

 

In line 34: "Approximate 40% of people with tinnitus also experience hyperacusis"  

 

This pecentage is very variable and it depends a lot on how hyperacusis is defined. It can vary from 

7.3% to 79% of the patients, according with the following article.  

 

(Guimarães AC, Carvalho GM, Voltolini MM, Zappelini CE, Mezzalira R, Stoler G, et al. Study of the 

relationship between the degree of tinnitus annoyance and the presence of hyperacusis. Braz J 

Otorhinolaryngol 2014;80:24-8)  

Thank you for the comment and the link to the article. We have cited this work and have now 

indicated that the reported range of co-incidence of hyperacusis and tinnitus is high.  

 

Very well written manuscript of an important topic. This study shall provide adequated information to 

perform a future systematic review in this topic.  

Thank you. 
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