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BMJ Open publishes all reviews undertaken for accepted manuscripts. Reviewers are asked to 

complete a checklist review form (http://bmjopen.bmj.com/site/about/resources/checklist.pdf) and 

are provided with free text boxes to elaborate on their assessment. These free text comments are 

reproduced below.  Some articles will have been accepted based in part or entirely on reviews 
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ARTICLE DETAILS 

TITLE (PROVISIONAL) Prevalence, Determinants and Impact of Unawareness about the 

health consequences of tobacco use among 17,498 school 

personnel in 29 African Countries 

AUTHORS Agaku, Israel; Filippidis, Filippos 

 

VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Dr Mrs Mary E. OSUH 
University of Ibadan, Oyo state, Nigeria. 

REVIEW RETURNED 18-Jun-2014 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS I suggest an inclusion of a statement on data authorization/ 
permission and ethical concerns. 
 
It was a well conceptualized study with interesting results. However, 
the findings were not adequately compared with studies by other 
researchers. 
 
Pg 6 of 19, lines 42 - 57: Kindly support with reference/s.  
Pg 12 of 19 line 19; missing word - among school personnel who... 
suggest "who has" or "with"  
References: due to continous revision, some references will require 
the dates they were assessed online. For example reference 
numbers 2 and 8.  

 

REVIEWER Ayodeji Awopegba DMD, MPH 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health  
Baltimore, MD.  
USA 

REVIEW RETURNED 01-Jul-2014 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This is a well-conducted study that assessed school personnel's 
knowledge of tobacco use and health consequences associated with 
its use, as well as determinants of support for evidence-based 
tobacco control measures across 29 African countries.  
 
Minor revisions:  
 
1. In your methods, can you highlight briefly why the 5 questions 
mentioned were used to assess knowledge of the health effects of 
tobacco use. You may choose to justify why they are a valid proxy 
for assessing this measure based on what similar studies have 
used.  
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2. Your results have shown that school personnel from countries 
with mandated warnings on tobacco products and more health 
literacy training are less likely to be unaware of the dangers of 
tobacco use. Could it also be that these countries are more 
favorable to adopting or implementing other evidence-based tobacco 
control measures at the population level and the effect observed in 
the study is simply a reflection of a combination of these tobacco 
control strategies? Consider discussing the impact and importance 
of a combination of proven tobacco control strategies at the 
population level and how they can influence knowledge of the harms 
of tobacco use. Also consider exploring how the prevalence of 
tobacco use in these countries influences knowledge of the harms of 
tobacco and the adoption of effective tobacco control policies 
relevant to your research question.  
 
3. The second sentence of your conclusion is unclear. Please edit as 
necessary.   

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Reviewer 1  

 

Reviewer #1, Comment #1: It was a well conceptualized study with interesting results. However, the 

findings were not adequately compared with studies by other researchers.  

Response: Thank you. We have added a comparison of study findings to those obtained from four 

high income countries (Pg. 9).  

 

Reviewer #1, Comment #2: Pg 6 of 19, lines 42 - 57: Kindly support with reference/s.  

Response: A reference to the Global School Personnel Survey has been provided.  

 

Reviewer #1, Comment #3: Pg 12 of 19 line 19; missing word - among school personnel who... 

suggest "who has" or "with"  

Response: Thank you. Sentence has been revised to read “School personnel who were involved in 

teaching about health, and those in countries with mandatory health warnings on tobacco products 

were less likely to be unaware of the health consequences of tobacco use.”  

 

Reviewer #1, Comment #4: References: due to continuous revision, some references will require the 

dates they were assessed online. For example reference numbers 2 and 8.  

Response: Thank you. Dates of access have been provided for all web URLs.  

 

 

Reviewer 2  

 

Reviewer #2, Comment #1: This is a well-conducted study that assessed school personnel's 

knowledge of tobacco use and health consequences associated with its use, as well as determinants 

of support for evidence-based tobacco control measures across 29 African countries.  

Response: Thank you.  

 

Reviewer #2, Comment #2: In your methods, can you highlight briefly why the 5 questions mentioned 

were used to assess knowledge of the health effects of tobacco use. You may choose to justify why 

they are a valid proxy for assessing this measure based on what similar studies have used.  

Response: We have provided references to earlier studies where similar measures were used.  
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Reviewer #2, Comment #3: Your results have shown that school personnel from countries with 

mandated warnings on tobacco products and more health literacy training are less likely to be 

unaware of the dangers of tobacco use. Could it also be that these countries are more favorable to 

adopting or implementing other evidence-based tobacco control measures at the population level and 

the effect observed in the study is simply a reflection of a combination of these tobacco control 

strategies? Consider discussing the impact and importance of a combination of proven tobacco 

control strategies at the population level and how they can influence knowledge of the harms of 

tobacco use. Also consider exploring how the prevalence of tobacco use in these countries influences 

knowledge of the harms of tobacco and the adoption of effective tobacco control policies relevant to 

your research question.  

Response: We have revised the implication sentence to read “Enhanced and sustained efforts to 

develop anti-tobacco mass media educational campaigns by national governments in Africa as part of 

a comprehensive tobacco control program may help to prevent tobacco use by never users; help 

current tobacco users to quit, and prevent relapse among former smokers.” Indicating that mass 

media campaigns must be “part of a comprehensive tobacco control program” acknowledges the role 

of other proven tobacco control strategies.  

Regarding the comment on impact of tobacco use prevalence on awareness of the harmfulness of 

tobacco, we must emphasize that after adjusting for all other factors including regional differences, 

current smoking was not significantly associated with most domains of knowledge.  

 

Reviewer #2, Comment #4: The second sentence of your conclusion is unclear. Please edit as 

necessary.  

Response: Thank you. As noted in an earlier response, the sentence has been revised. 

VERSION 2 – REVIEW 

REVIEWER Ayodeji Awopegba 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, USA 

REVIEW RETURNED 31-Jul-2014 

 

- The reviewer completed the checklist but made no further comments. 
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