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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Esther Calvete 
University of Deusto (Spain) 

REVIEW RETURNED 14-Feb-2014 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This is an interesting study on the presence of some 
psychopathological disorders in batterers who attend therapy. The 
prevalence of psychopathological disorders among men who batter 
intimate partners is still an unresolved issue. The present study, as 
several previous studies, is focused on a sample of batterers 
attending treatment programs. Overall the previous studies assess 
the presence of psychopathological disorders using self-reports. 
This study is one of the few studies that employ diagnostic 
interviews. Thus, I find that this manuscript contributes to the field 
significantly.  
Still, there are some aspects that could be improved in the 
manuscript:  
This sentence in the introduction is ambiguous and should be 
clarified: “Some researchers have argued that poor outcomes may 
be related to how these programs are constructed”  
Page 4, paragraph 2 and 3 should be integrated. Furthermore, It is 
surprising that when in paragraph 2 they authors mention the main 
psychiatric characteristics that have been associated to batterers 
they lack to mention personality disorders, which probably have 
received main attention in the field.  
In the method section more information (number of items and alpha 
coefficient) for the Violence, Alcohol and Substance questionnaire 
should be provided.  
The interview used in this study only assessed one diagnostic 
category of the Axis II (the antisocial personality disorder). I consider 
a limitation that the authors did not assess the presence of other 
personality disorders. Without an examination of disorders such as 
borderline personality disorder or narcissistic personality disorder, 
which can be very frequent among batterers, the results of the study 
can display a biased picture of the psychiatric disorders in this 
population. The inclusion of these personality disorders in the 
assessment protocol is highly recommendable to state conclusions 
for interventions. The authors could mention this as a limitation of 
the study.  
To sum up, this is a clear and well-written manuscript that uses 
structured interviews to assess psychopathological disorders in 
batterers. Findings are interesting for interventions. 
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REVIEWER Thomas Nilsson/Anna-Kari Sjödin 
Forensic Psychiatry, Institute of Neuroscience and Physiology, 
University of Gothenburg,  
Centre for Ethics, Law and Mental Health (CELAM), University of 
Gothenburg, Sweden 

REVIEW RETURNED 18-Feb-2014 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This is a properly done study that focuses on an understudied topic, 
presenting data about mental illness in perpetrators of IPV. We have 
but some minor suggestions/questions that we think would improve 
this study.  
First, in the methods section the authors stated that they used an 
instrument called Violence, Alcohol and Substance questionnaire. 
But no data from this is presented, as is no data about the type of 
violence used by the participants. Since this instrument is presented 
as a measure, data should be presented. Also, it would be of interest 
to present whether there is a difference between perpetrators of 
general violence versus perpetrators of sexual violence with regard 
to mental illness.  
There is no paragraph about ethical considerations, and nothing is 
said about whether the participants were informed or not.  
Finally, the comments about limitations are insufficient. They should 
be expanded, e.g. covering aspects such as participant bias (those 
voluntarily seeking treatment for IPV have more mental problems 
than those who don't seek help). 
 
Some minor viewpoints:  
The authors have interchangeable used MINI and M.I.N.I.  
Overall well written, but there is some phrases that should be 
checked for proper English, for example page 4, under sections 
participant line 7 reads "from participating due to" should be 
changed to "from participation due to". Also an abundant use of "the" 
(definitive article). 

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Ester Calvete, Thomas Nilsson and Anna-Kari Sjödin  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to revise and resubmit our manuscript. We appreciate the work of the 

editorial board and the tree reviewers input. We find the reviewers comments both relevant and 

helpful.  

We have addressed each comment and have done our best to change the manuscript according to 

what was pointed out by the reviewers. The added text is marked in red. One paragraph is deleted; 

this is marked as deleted in the text.  

We have added two new references; they are marked in the reference list in red. The reference 

numbers are changed accordingly.  

 

Response to your comments:  

I.  

This is an interesting study on the presence of some psychopathological disorders in batterers who 

attend therapy. The prevalence of psychopathological disorders among men who batter intimate 

partners is still an unresolved issue. The present study, as several previous studies, is focused on a 

sample of batterers attending treatment programs. Overall the previous studies assess the presence 

of psychopathological disorders using self-reports. This study is one of the few studies that employ 

diagnostic interviews. Thus, I find that this manuscript contributes to the field significantly.  
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Still, there are some aspects that could be improved in the manuscript:  

This sentence in the introduction is ambiguous and should be clarified: “Some researchers have 

argued that poor outcomes may be related to how these programs are constructed”  

 

We have made some additional comments to this sentence to make it more specific and clear. The 

Reference list was changed according to the added text. Changes are marked in red.  

 

Page 4, paragraph 2 and 3 should be integrated.  

 

The paragraph 2 and 3 are now integrated.  

 

Furthermore, It is surprising that when in paragraph 2 they authors mention the main psychiatric 

characteristics that have been associated to batterers they lack to mention personality disorders, 

which probably have received main attention in the field.  

 

This comment is very appropriate. Most of the literature on psychopathology among men in IPV 

treatment has focused on personality disorders. In paragraph 2 we intended to describe a broader 

range of populations, not just populations defined as violent. We wanted to emphasize that the 

association between violence and psychiatric disorders also were found in other clinical populations. 

In paragraph 3 we intended to describe populations of violent men and their elevated scores on 

personality disorders. In the revised manuscript we have added some information in paragraph 2 to 

describe the link between violence and PD disorders in general.  

 

 

In the method section more information (number of items and alpha coefficient) for the Violence, 

Alcohol and Substance questionnaire should be provided.  

 

We have added more information on the questionnaire that was used to screen for violent behaviour 

as a part of the intake procedure.  

 

The interview used in this study only assessed one diagnostic category of the Axis II (the antisocial 

personality disorder). I consider a limitation that the authors did not assess the presence of other 

personality disorders. Without an examination of disorders such as borderline personality disorder or 

narcissistic personality disorder, which can be very frequent among batterers, the results of the study 

can display a biased picture of the psychiatric disorders in this population. The inclusion of these 

personality disorders in the assessment protocol is highly recommendable to state conclusions for 

interventions. The authors could mention this as a limitation of the study.  

 

This is a very important comment. We have added some more information on this limitation in the 

discussion section.  

 

To sum up, this is a clear and well-written manuscript that uses structured interviews to assess 

psychopathological disorders in batterers. Findings are interesting for interventions.  

 

 

II.  

This is a properly done study that focuses on an understudied topic, presenting data about mental 

illness in perpetrators of IPV. We have but some minor suggestions/questions that we think would 

improve this study.  

 

First, in the methods section the authors stated that they used an instrument called Violence, Alcohol 

and Substance questionnaire. But no data from this is presented, as is no data about the type of 
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violence used by the participants. Since this instrument is presented as a measure, data should be 

presented.  

 

We have added some more information on the type of violence used by the participants, (see 

comment above).  

 

Also, it would be of interest to present whether there is a difference between perpetrators of general 

violence versus perpetrators of sexual violence with regard to mental illness.  

 

This is a very interesting question. Unfortunately, there are few men reporting sexual violence, thus 

we cannot perform such an analysis.  

 

 

There is no paragraph about ethical considerations, and nothing is said about whether the participants 

were informed or not.  

 

We have added some information on ethical considerations, including information on how participants 

were informed.  

 

Finally, the comments about limitations are insufficient. They should be expanded, e.g. covering 

aspects such as participant bias (those voluntarily seeking treatment for IPV have more mental 

problems than those who don't seek help).  

 

We have added some more comments regarding limitations.  

 

Some minor viewpoints:  

The authors have interchangeable used MINI and M.I.N.I.  

 

True! We have changed them so we are consistently using MINI.  

 

Overall well written, but there is some phrases that should be checked for proper English, for example 

page 4, under sections participant line 7 reads "from participating due to" should be changed to "from 

participation due to". Also an abundant  

 

Thank you for pointing out such important details! Changes have been made. 
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