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complete a checklist review form (see an example) and are provided with free text boxes to elaborate 

on their assessment. These free text comments are reproduced below.   

This paper was submitted to the BMJ but declined for publication following peer review. The authors 

addressed the reviewers’ comments and submitted the revised paper to BMJ Open. The paper was 

subsequently accepted for publication at BMJ Open.  
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REVIEWER Furberg, Curt 
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GENERAL COMMENTS The article entitled “Rosiglitazone use and post-discontinuation 
glycaemic control in two European countries, 2000-2010,” by 
Ehrenstein et al. is primarily a survey of drug utilization. The 
proportion of rosiglitazone users among all users of oral 
hypoglycemic agents over the decade the drug was marketed in 
Europe follows an expected pattern. Initially an increase after 
introduction followed by a drop after a series of reports of adverse 
drug effects linked to rosiglitazone and strong regulatory actions.  
 
The data on changes in HbA1c and FPG are of limited value. The 
authors do not present any information on what proportion of 
patients who stopped taking rosiglitazone were switched to other 
oral hypoglycemic agents. It is difficult to believe that there were no 
such switches. Thus, a meaningful interpretation of the changes in 
glycemic control is not possible.  
 
Thus in Conclusion:  
• The paper adds very little to our knowledge and has limited value 
to a general medicine audience and the practice of medicine.  
• The scientific reliability of the use data is hard to determine. The 
glycemic control data can’t be properly interpreted.  
• The references are fairly up to date. There is no comment on the 
FDA’s position. 

 

- The manuscript received a second review at the BMJ but the reviewer did not give permission 
for their comments to be published. 
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VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

REVIEWER 1. 

The data on HbA1c and FPG are of limited value. The authors do not present any information on what 

proportion of patients who stopped taking rosiglitazone were switched to other oral hypoglycaemic 

agents. It is difficult to believe that there were not such switches. Thus, a meaningful interpretation of 

the changes in glycemic control is not possible. 

Response: We agree that the data on post-rosiglitazone hypoglycaemic agents is important for the 

interpretation of the changes in glycaemic control. We added Table 5 to the manuscript, whereby we 

report the distribution of oral hypoglycaemic drugs prescribed after discontinuation of rosiglitazone. 

We also added text to the end of the Results section to describe the findings. 
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Correction

Ehrenstein V, Hernandez RK, Ulrichsen SP, et al. Rosiglitazone use and post-discontinuation
glycaemic control in two European countries, 2000–2010. BMJ Open 2013;3:e003424. In the
section ‘Ethics approval’ the record number with the Danish Data Protection Agency is incor-
rect. The sentence should read: ‘Ethics approval This study was approved by the Danish Data
Protection Agency (record number 2004-41-4693) and by the Independent Scientific
Advisory Committee of the GPRD.’
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