
PEER REVIEW HISTORY 

BMJ Open publishes all reviews undertaken for accepted manuscripts. Reviewers are asked to 

complete a checklist review form (see an example) and are provided with free text boxes to elaborate 

on their assessment. These free text comments are reproduced below.  Some articles will have been 

accepted based in part or entirely on reviews undertaken for other BMJ Group journals. These will be 

reproduced where possible. 

ARTICLE DETAILS 

TITLE (PROVISIONAL) THIRTY YEARS OF HIV IN ISRAEL- CURRENT EPIDEMIOLOGY 

AND FUTURE CHALLENGES 

AUTHORS Mor, Zohar; Weinstein, Ruth; Grotto, Itamar; Levin, Yana; Chemtob, 
Daniel 

 

VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Itzchak Levy MD  
Head HIV/AIDS service  
Infectious Disease Unit  
Sheba Medical Center  
Tel Aviv University  
Israel 

REVIEW RETURNED 05-May-2013 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS 1. Some times you use the word "citizans" and some times 
"nationals". I would use the same word in all the article 
(citizens is preferred).  
 
2. sometimes you use "western" and some times 
"developed". I think you should use the same word and 
maybe something less judgemental like "resource rich area" 
?  
 
3. Page 3 line 33: If you mean heterosexuals that are not 
Ethiopian neither IVDU you should write it.  
 
4. page 3 line 46: I think you meant to give here total 
numbers and not prevalence per 100000, otherwise I don't 
understand the numbers  
 
5. page 5, line 36-37: This sentence can not be said with out 
more studies to check it. Also operation Solomon ended in 
1991 which may contribute to the progress in control of the 
epidemic. Any way you should define control. I would omit 
this sentence since it does not contribute to your point.  
 
6. page 6, line 43: or refugees  
 
7. page 6, line 57: Also, incarcerated persons are voluntary 
screened upon incarceration  
 
8. page 7, line 14: should be HIV  
 
9. page 8, line 20: should be decreased  
 
10. page 8, line 27: should add P value  
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11. page 8, line 41: All citizens including risk groups ? or 
citizens excluding risk groups ?  
 
12. page 9, line 12: non citizens  
 
13. page 9, line 21: For these 802 do you have negative 
blood samples when they arrived from Ethiopia ? If yes, 
write so otherwise it is only an assumption.  
 
14. page 10, line 53: should be assumptions and not 
estimations  
 
15. page 10, line 53: Is /100000 a mistake or is there 
something in the numbers I do not understand ? Do you 
mean here really incidence or prevalence ? After playing 
with the numbers I still don't understand.  
Must be explained  
 
16. page 11, line 15: ??? redundant (or I don't understand)  
 
17. page 12, line 3: Another explanation might be the 
difference of the years between the American data and the 
Israeli data. The American data is from 2006-2008 and the 
Israeli data from 2010. It may be interesting to look for 
numbers in the same set of years.  
 
18. page 13, line 14: This sentence is not accurate, a lot of 
the patients in our clinic for example are MSM that are 
married to women, so without exact statistical data I would 
not write this sentence  
 
19. Table 1: sosmewhat cumbersome and overloaded, can it 
be simplified ?   
 
 

 

- The reviewer also attached a marked-up PDF copy which are available on request from the 

publisher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REVIEWER Makadon, Harvey 
Harvard Medical School, School of Medicine 

REVIEW RETURNED 20-May-2013 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS while this paper is sound, it could be more interesting if it talked 
more about interventions for high risk populations. There are a few 
uses of English language that are abit awkward which I would 
suggest need editing before publication. I think this can be 
published. Not a major article, but of importance. H.  
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- The reviewer also attached a marked-up PDF copy which are available on request from the 

publisher. 

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

1. Reviewer 1 suggested we simplify Table 1. We thought of aggregating the data into 5 years 

intervals, but we felt that it may decrease the readers' sensitivity to the year-by-year changes. We 

therefore prefer to leave it as is.  

2. Reviewer 2 suggested we would add more details about interventions. However, in line with the title 

of the paper, we would rather focus in the epidemiological and policy aspects of HIV/AIDS in Israel. 

We also think that in order to provide sound information about interventions, we should add other 

attributes, such as attitudes, knowledge and behaviour of each of the different risk groups. 

VERSION 2 – REVIEW 

REVIEWER Dr. Itzchak Levy MD  
HIV/AIDS service  
Infectious Disease Unit  
Sheba Medical Center  
Tel Hashomer  
Israel 

REVIEW RETURNED 03-Jun-2013 

 

- The reviewer completed the checklist but made no further comments. 
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