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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Jun Ren,  
Professor, University of Wyoming, USA  
 
No competing interest 

REVIEW RETURNED 26-Nov-2012 

 

THE STUDY A "Han" ethnic group should be included in the study design to get a 
broad idea of the general status in Xinjiang area from the Han 
population. 

GENERAL COMMENTS Overall, this is an interesting study although a number of points 
should be clarified.  
(1). English expression should be improved significantly.  
(2). It would interesting to add Han groups in these region (even if 
only one Han group is included)?  
(3).Is there any disparity in BMI and waist circumference among the 
different ethnic groups?  
 
(4). Do authors have the serum insulin levels in these individuals?  
 
(5). What do the authors consider as the major limitation(s) of this  
study? 

 

REVIEWER Yonghong Zhang, MD, PhD  
Department of Epidemiology, School of Public Health, Medical 
College of Soochow University, 199 Ren-ai Road, Industrial Park 
District, Suzhou 215123, China. 

REVIEW RETURNED 03-Jan-2013 

 

THE STUDY 1. On line 41, page 7, the words “to the” are duplicate and should be 
deleted.  
2. In most parts of the manuscript, „HLDC‟ should be changed into 
„HDLC‟. 

GENERAL COMMENTS The authors studied distribution of CVD risk factors among three 
Uygur populations in isolated communities. This was the first time to 
investigate CVD risk factors in general population in remote area 
with poor living conditions. This is an interesting research even 
though there are some shortages in the study.  
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Major remarks:  
1. The section of introduction is too long. The last paragraph in the 
section of introduction should be moved to the section of discussion. 
In the section of introduction, a brief introduction of the background 
of the three investigation sites is needed, detail introduction should 
be moved to the section of discussion.  
2. A non-probability sampling method was used in this study, there 
are the representative problems of the samples and comparability, 
so author should discuss the representative problem of the samples 
and comparability in age and gender distribution among subgroups.  
3. They did not collect data about personal medical history, which 
might result in misclassification of hypertension and diabetes. Thus, 
this problem should be discussed as a limitation of this research in 
section of discussion.  
4. In the section of discussion, reasons why the Yuli Rob people had 
higher levels of lipid, overweight and hypertension were presented 
as: „In contrast, the Yuli Rob people in the fertile Tarim River area, 
fished and farmed for a living, with their diet including pasta, meat, 
fruit, and vegetables. They had higher levels of lipid risk factors, 
overweight, and a higher prevalence of hypertension.‟ Did this mean 
that eating more fruit and vegetables was a risk for elevated lipid 
and blood pressure?  
5. In table 1, mean age of men in Turpan community was written as 
4.1(16.0) years. Please verify this value.  
Minor remarks:  
1. On line 41, page 7, the words “to the” are duplicate and should be 
deleted.  
2. In most parts of the manuscript, „HLDC‟ should be changed into 
„HDLC‟. 
 
 

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Overall, this is an interesting study although a number of points should be clarified. 

(1). English expression should be improved significantly.  

Reply: We have asked the professional English editor for editing. 

 

(2). It would interesting to add Han groups in these region (even if only one Han group is included)? 

Reply: We have added some description content in the introduction (Please see P5) 

 

(3).Is there any disparity in BMI and waist circumference among the different ethnic groups?  

Reply: the correlation coefficient between waist circumference and BMI was 0.76 (P<0.0001) 

indicating a significant correlation between BMI and waist circumference, so we did not add it to the 

modeling analysis, and also there is a disparity in BMI and waist circumference among the different 

ethnic groups, because they are not random simple, so, we did not do hypotheses testing just gave 

descriptive analysis. 

 

 

(4). Do authors have the serum insulin levels in these individuals?  

 Reply: Sorry, we did not collect such kind of data due to limited funding. 
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(5). What do the authors consider as the major limitation(s) of this study? 

 Reply: We added another two limitations in the text, and some content in the conclusion.  

 

  

Yonghong Zhang, MD, PhD 

Department of Epidemiology, School of Public Health, Medical College of Soochow University, 199 

Ren-ai Road, Industrial Park District, Suzhou 215123, China.  

  

1. On line 41, page 7, the words “to the” are duplicate and should be deleted. 

2. In most parts of the manuscript, „HLDC‟ should be changed into „HDLC‟.  

 Reply: Yes, we have corrected it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The authors studied distribution of CVD risk factors among three Uygur populations in isolated 

communities. This was the first time to investigate CVD risk factors in general population in remote 

area with poor living conditions. This is an interesting research even though there are some shortages 

in the study. 

  

Major remarks: 

1. The section of introduction is too long. The last paragraph in the section of introduction should be 

moved to the section of discussion. In the section of introduction, a brief introduction of the 

background of the three investigation sites is needed, detail introduction should be moved to the 

section of discussion. 

Reply: Yes, we have moved it to the discuss section. 

 

2. A non-probability sampling method was used in this study, there are the representative problems of 

the samples and comparability, so author should discuss the representative problem of the samples 

and comparability in age and gender distribution among subgroups. 

Reply: A non-probability sampling method, said more clarity is convenient sample or volunteer 

sample. Participants are more concerned with their own health status, or nearer examination site, so 

we cannot hope such sample has the valid representation, however it may still provide some useful 

information by compared with some characteristics among three subgroups, and also we did not do a 

hypothesis testing because it is non-probability sample. 
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3. They did not collect data about personal medical history, which might result in misclassification of 

hypertension and diabetes. Thus, this problem should be discussed as a limitation of this research in 

section of discussion. 

Reply: We have added some limitation according to the suggestion, please see the discussion 

section.  

 

4. In the section of discussion, reasons why the Yuli Rob people had higher levels of lipid, overweight 

and hypertension were presented as: „In contrast, the Yuli Rob people in the fertile Tarim River area, 

fished and farmed for a living, with their diet including pasta, meat, fruit, and vegetables. They had 

higher levels of lipid risk factors, overweight, and a higher prevalence of hypertension.‟ Did this mean 

that eating more fruit and vegetables was a risk for elevated lipid and blood pressure? 

Reply: We have changed this expression, please see P12 

In contrast, the Yuli Rob people in the fertile Tarim River area fish and farm for a living, with their diet 

including more pasta and meat. They had higher levels of lipid risk factors, overweight, and a higher 

prevalence of hypertension. 

 

5. In table 1, mean age of men in Turpan community was written as 4.1(16.0) years. Please verify this 

value. 

Reply: Have corrected, thank you! 
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