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AUTHORS Yang, Shiming; Hao, Ning-Bo; He, Ya-Fei; Luo, Gang; Yong, Xin; 
Zhang, Yao 

 

VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Yongchun Shen  
West China Hospital of Sichun University  
Chengdu 610041, China  
 
Dr. Shen claimed no competing interests. 

REVIEW RETURNED 01-Sep-2013 

 

THE STUDY The written English should be improved. 

RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS I suggest the author to read this reference:  
 
Association of the macrophage migration inhibitory factor gene -
173G/C polymorphism with inflammatory bowel disease: A meta-
analysis of 4296 subjects.  
 
Zhang H, Ma L, Dong LQ, Shu C, Xu JL.  
 
Gene. 2013;526(2):228-31. 

GENERAL COMMENTS It is too late to accept this manuscript because similar articles on the 
same topic have been published.  
 
Association of the macrophage migration inhibitory factor gene -
173G/C polymorphism with inflammatory bowel disease: A meta-
analysis of 4296 subjects.  
 
Zhang H, Ma L, Dong LQ, Shu C, Xu JL. 

 

REVIEWER Dr Victoria Allgar  
Senior Lecturer  
University of York 

REVIEW RETURNED 19-Sep-2013 

 

THE STUDY The title should include something about ethnicity, as this appears to 
be the main focus for analysis.  
 
Page 4 (lines 39-44) states the research question - there is no need 
to state here the results of the summary (remove "Our analysis 
reveals that the MIF -173 G/C polymorphism is a risk factor for IBD, 
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especially for UC in Asians." 

RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS Although the approach to analysis is clear and the results are 
presented clearly, the findings are based on a small number of 
papers (6) which may account for the non-significant differences 
found. It would be useful to see the number of patients in each 
comparison in the forest plots, and these figures need clear titles.  
 
The analysis focuses on genetic models, then sub-group analysis for 
ethnicity and UC and CD. Where there any other factors that could 
have been investigated. 

 

REVIEWER Wen, Fuqiang 
West China Hospital of Sichuan University 

REVIEW RETURNED 11-Oct-2013 

 

THE STUDY Association of the macrophage migration inhibitory factor gene--
173G/C polymorphism with inflammatory bowel disease: a meta-
analysis of 4296 subjects.  
Zhang H, Ma L, Dong LQ, Shu C, Xu JL.  
Gene. 2013 Sep 10;526(2):228-31.  
The -173 G/C Polymorphism of the MIF Gene and Inflammatory 
Bowel Disease Risk: A Meta-Analysis.  
Shen Y, Guo S, Yang T, Jia L, Chen L, An J, Wang T, Wen F. 

REPORTING & ETHICS This study is a good meta-analysis to summarize the assocaition 
between the macrophage migration inhibitory factor gene--173G/C 
polymorphism with inflammatory bowel disease, however, two 
studies on the same topic have been published, so , I don't 
recommed BMJ open to publish this article.  
 
Association of the macrophage migration inhibitory factor gene--
173G/C polymorphism with inflammatory bowel disease: a meta-
analysis of 4296 subjects.  
Zhang H, Ma L, Dong LQ, Shu C, Xu JL.  
Gene. 2013 Sep 10;526(2):228-31.  
The -173 G/C Polymorphism of the MIF Gene and Inflammatory 
Bowel Disease Risk: A Meta-Analysis.  
Shen Y, Guo S, Yang T, Jia L, Chen L, An J, Wang T, Wen F. 

 

REVIEWER Manuela Neuman  
In Vitro Drug Safety and Biotechnology 
 
There is no conflict of interest  

REVIEW RETURNED 20-Oct-2013 

 

THE STUDY UC and CD are destruclive inflammatory diseases affecting 
differently the bowel and its segments. The pathology is different 
and the histology is different. There are many studies review articles, 
original articles and case reports. The tables describe the 
differences reported only in Fei, Griaga, Oliver, Przybyłowsk studies.  
These studies answer to the research question partialy. The 
European, African, African American and Asian populations are 
heterogenous. One should discuss more the influence of microbiota, 
diet, and gentic background. 
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VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Responds to review 1 

Comment: The written English should be improved. I suggest the author to read this reference: 

Association of the macrophage migration inhibitory factor gene -173G/C polymorphism with 

inflammatory bowel disease: A meta-analysis of 4296 subjects.  

Responds: Thank you very much for reviewing our manuscript and providing good suggestions. 

Recently all of the authors have checked the sentences in the manuscript and then we together 

corrected the errors. Finally the manuscript was sent to American Journal of Experts 

(http://www.journalexperts.com) again to make the spell and grammar right. In addition, we also 

discussed the difference between this study and another two studies. First it has been claimed that 

the studies included in the meta-analysis should not deviated from HWE. So in our study we didn’t 

include the study from India. Second, in our study, we analysis MIF polymorphism and the risk of UC

，since the number of CD cases in Asia were low, which may made the bias of MIF polymorphism 

and IBD risk. Thanks again for reviewing our studies. (Page 12) 

Respond to reviewer 2 

Comment 1: The title should include something about ethnicity, as this appears to be the main focus 

for analysis.  

Responds: Thank you very much for reviewing our manuscript and providing good suggestions. To 

make this study more clear, we made the study with the new title: Macrophage migration inhibitory 

factor polymorphism and the risk of Ulcerative Colitis and Crohn’s Disease in Asian and European: A 

meta-analysis, which seems to be more suitable for the study. (Page 1) 

Comment 2: Page 4 (lines 39-44) states the research question - there is no need to state here the 

results of the summary (remove "Our analysis reveals that the MIF -173 G/C polymorphism is a risk 

factor for IBD, especially for UC in Asians." 

Responds: Thank you very much for reviewing our manuscript and the good suggestions. To make 

the study easier to understand, we deleted that sentence in page 11. We hope this can meet the 

review’s criteria. 

Respond to reviewer 3 

Comment: This study is a good meta-analysis to summarize the assocaition between the 

macrophage migration inhibitory factor gene--173G/C polymorphism with inflammatory bowel disease, 

however, two studies on the same topic have been published, so , I don't recommed BMJ open to 

publish this article. 
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Responds: Thank you very much for reviewing our manuscript and the good suggestions. We 

discussed the difference between this study and another two studies. First it has been claimed that 

the studies included in the meta-analysis should not deviated from HWE. So in our study we didn’t 

include the study from India. Second, in our study, we analysis MIF polymorphism and the risk of UC

，since the number of CD cases in Asia were low, which may made the bias of MIF polymorphism 

and IBD risk. Thanks again for reviewing our studies. (Page 12) 

Respond to reviewer 4 

Comment: The message is crdible and the authors should be congratulated for ying the subject. 

However, more indept data is needed to sufficiently focus on the subject. 

Responds: Thank you very much for reviewing our manuscript and the good suggestions. The risk 

factors for IBD included microbiota, diet, gentic background and others. While in this study, we 

focused on the MIF -173G/C polymorphism and the risk of IBD, so we didn’t pay attention to other 

factors. In the next, we will focus on the other factors such as microbiota, diet and smoking for the risk 

of IBD. 
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