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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 
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REVIEW RETURNED 06/03/2012 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS This manuscript aims to explore the risk factors associated with 
death in pregnant women with severe pandemic H1N1 infection. The 
authors report that the delayed use of antiviral drug, being in the 
third trimester were the risk factors of death among the pregnant 
women with severe p(H1N1) infection, and the corticosteroids use 
appeared no effect on saving the cases from death.  
 
This is an interesting study, and the findings have important 
therapeutic and management implications in the pregnant women 
with severe p(H1N1) infection.  
 
Specific comments are:  
 
Page 3, line 8: hormone, the term "corticosteroids" will probably be 
more familiar to an international audience.  
Page 3, line 52: What were the eligibility criteria for the participants? 
Any inclusion or exclusion criteria?  
Page 5, line 21: "Most of the severe cases occurred in the mid-Nov, 
2009 through the end of Dec, 2010". Do you mean "Dec, 2009"?  
Page 8, line 7: What is a "AIDS" in the sentence "Comparing to the 
non-pregnant cases, the pregnant cases were more likely to develop 
complication, such as pneumonia and AIDS"? Do you mean 
"ARDS"?  
Page 9, line 10-20: I would suggest describing the possible causes 
of these delays in much more details in discussion section, in order 
to provide an important management implications in the pregnant 
women with severe p(H1N1) infection. Are the possible causes "the 
delayed identification of patients with p(H1N1) infection" or bad 
KAP(Knowledge, Attitude and Practice) of patients to p(H1N1) 
infection, or the limitation of medical condition in communities?  
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Vice President  
Beijing Hospital, Ministry of Health  
China  
 
competing interests: none 

REVIEW RETURNED 21/03/2012 

 

THE STUDY 1. this study didn't describe the condition of patients very clearly. 
Some important information is missing, like basic diseases, baseline 
conditions, etc.  
2. this study didn't provide clinical description of the patients in 
different groups. 

RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS Conclusions are not very credible because of the lack of necessary 
information of the patients. 

GENERAL COMMENTS The article appears in multiple spelling errors which should be 
corrected.  

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Thank the reviewers for their comments and very good suggestion. I have revised the manuscript 

according to their comments. The changes are as followed:  

Page 3, line 8: hormone, the term "corticosteroids" will probably be more familiar to an international 

audience. I replaced 'hormone' by 'corticosteroids' in the manuscript.  

 

Page 3, line 52: What were the eligibility criteria for the participants? Any inclusion or exclusion 

criteria? I added the eligibility exclusion criteria for the participants.  

 

Page 5, line 21: "Most of the severe cases occurred in the mid-Nov, 2009 through the end of Dec, 

2010". Do you mean "Dec, 2009"? Yes, i made a mistake there and had changed it into 'Dec, 2009'  

 

Page 8, line 7: What is a "AIDS" in the sentence "Comparing to the non-pregnant cases, the pregnant 

cases were more likely to develop complication, such as pneumonia and AIDS"? Do you mean 

"ARDS"? Yes, its a spelling mistake. i have changed it into 'ARDS'  

 

Page 9, line 10-20: I would suggest describing the possible causes of these delays in much more 

details in discussion section, in order to provide an important management implications in the 

pregnant women with severe p(H1N1) infection. Are the possible causes "the delayed identification of 

patients with p(H1N1) infection" or bad KAP(Knowledge, Attitude and Practice) of patients to p(H1N1) 

infection, or the limitation of medical condition in communities? Yes, i have added the possible 

reasons for that.  

 

1. this study didn't describe the condition of patients very clearly. Some important information is 

missing, like basic diseases, baseline conditions, etc.  

No, we didnt describe the condition of patients very clearly because when we investigated the 

patients , some of them or their family couldnt remeber or offer their case records well. We considered 

about missing some cases' information or only getting incorrect information so we didnt describe or 

analyze the basic diseases and baseline conditions of them.  

 

2. this study didn't provide clinical description of the patients in different groups.  

We just selected our subjects by using the uniform case definition. We really did not collect the clinical 

description of the patients in different groups.  

 

 on M
ay 16, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bm

jopen.bm
j.com

/
B

M
J O

pen: first published as 10.1136/bm
jopen-2012-000827 on 7 July 2012. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bmjopen.bmj.com/


The article appears in multiple spelling errors which should be corrected.  

Yes, as the first reviewer commented, AIDS should be ARDS. And we used improper word, such as 

hormone. i have replaced it by corticosteroids.  
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