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VERSION 1 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Joy Oliver  
Chief Officer  
South African Cochrane Centre, Medical Research Council  
South Africa 

REVIEW RETURNED 07-Feb-2011 

 

THE STUDY There are multiple discrepancies within the manuscript for example:  
 
1. Within the abstract (page 2) the authors states “there are no 
studies examining the process of medical journal publication in 
developing countries” yet on page 4, third paragraph “ there are 
limited studies examining the process…”  
2. In the methods section (page 6) under journal identification the 
authors states there was no established method for obtaining a list 
of medical journals in Sri Lanka yet in the Results (page 7) the 
authors state “a total of 44 medical journals were ever printed in Sri 
Lanka”  
3. On page 2 the authors states that “the journals are solely 
academic (non-profit), however the costs remains substantially high” 
and on page 3 in the key messages the authors states “the cost of 
publication remains substantially higher”  
 
Strengths and limitations – Page 3  
 
Second bullet point - This statement has not been discussed 
anywhere in the manuscript. Were any of the 44 journals identified 
from the allied health field? Authors to please clarify  
 
Introduction – Page 4  
 
The introduction should be more concise.  
 
Methods – Page 6  
 
In the cost analysis selected 4 criteria to determine the cost. The 
authors needs to provide the reference for these 4 cost items and 
justify why they have only included direct costs and not indirect costs 
such as marketing, administration, etc. See reference  
D.W. King. The cost of journal publishing: a literature review and 
commentary. Learned Publishing 2007, 20:85-106  
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The second last sentence on Page 6 is confusing. The authors to 
clarify what data was extracted for the analysis  

RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS Results – Page 7-8  
 
In the first paragraph – the authors states that fifteen journals were 
published annually. It is not clear whether the author is referring to 
the number of times the journals were published in a year – authors 
to please clarify. The authors should state that the analysis is based 
on the 28 journals.  
 
The costing is provided in the local currency. The authors should 
include/reference a currency relevant to the readership.  
 
The authors provides information on the number of journals 
published in paper version versus online. However, the authors do 
not include any costing of paper versus online publication. The 
authors needs to consider including an analysis of these costs.  
 
The main sources of income were from advertising or donations. On 
what basis was this derived – the authors to clarify.  
 
The last paragraph is very confusing. The authors first refers to 
journals published in 2009 or 2008 for journals not published in 2009 
and in the second last sentence only refers to 2009. The total 
number of pages published does not tally with the breakdown. 
Although income was derived from advertisements there is no 
mention of the number of pages for advertising.  
 
Discussion – Page 9-11  
 
A few issues to highlight:  
 
1. The authors states on page 9, second paragraph that the 
comparatively low cost for Sri Lankan journals can be attributed to 
no costs for copy-editing, peer review etc yet in the third paragraph 
the authors suggests to reduce printing and distribution costs 
journals be printed online and the peer review process and copy-
editing be done online with little costs.  
2. In the second last paragraph the author suggests publishers work 
towards making their journals online and which may reduce the 
number of copies printed thereby reducing the cost of printing. 
Suggest author refers to article by D.W. King.  
 
Conclusion – Page 12  
 
The following statements needs to be clarified  
 
1. “Sri Lankan journals are solely academic and non-profit in nature”. 
Not all journals are academic and there are 7 journals which charge  
2. The cost of publication remains substantially higher – what is this 
based on? Higher than what?  

REPORTING & ETHICS The authors have not addressed the generalisibility of the study 
results.  
 
The authors have not stated whether they received ethics approval 
or informed consent from the journal editors interviewed.  

GENERAL COMMENTS It is important to publish journals locally as it provides researchers 
with an avenue to publish their work locally and local readers with 
information on health issues relevant to that country. I am not aware 
of any studies in other developing countries on this topic. No 
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comparison has been conducted with another developing country. 
This manuscript would therefore only be applicable to the readership 
within Sri Lanka and not general readers of BMJ Open.  
 
There are multiple discrepancies within the manuscript for example:  
 
1. Within the abstract (page 2) the authors states “there are no 
studies examining the process of medical journal publication in 
developing countries” yet on page 4, third paragraph “ there are 
limited studies examining the process…”  
2. In the methods section (page 6) under journal identification the 
authors states there was no established method for obtaining a list 
of medical journals in Sri Lanka yet in the Results (page 7) the 
authors state “a total of 44 medical journals were ever printed in Sri 
Lanka”  
3. On page 2 the authors states that “the journals are solely 
academic (non-profit), however the costs remains substantially high” 
and on page 3 in the key messages the authors states “the cost of 
publication remains substantially higher”  

 

REVIEWER Professor Donald King  
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  
North Carolina  
USA  
 
No competing interests 

REVIEW RETURNED 05-Apr-2011 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS I‟m going to focus on some of the numeric issues and leave 
additional comments to others (it does need some cleaning up). 
 The article or abstract should begin with the context of the 
Sri Lankan journals since they are so much smaller than those 
published elsewhere and the costs quoted are based on these facts. 
Maybe something like this: 
 “Journals published in a developing country are different 
from those published elsewhere. A Sri Lankan medical journal 
averages 16 articles (range 5-55) and 61 pages (range 26-238) or 
about 3.8 pages per article. In comparison life science journals 
(including medicine) averages about 9.98 pages per articlea. For this 
reason, comparison of costs with other publications is not warranted. 
Publishing cost per article is highly dependent on number of pages 
per article and other factors. Furthermore, Sri Lankan costs given 
here include only printing and distribution (since many editorial costs 
are donated).” 
Several data are given that are either outdated or questionable. 
Examples include: 
• “Page 4, 2nd paragraph. Suggest: “The cost of producing 
the first copy for a good-to-high-quality journal in the UK has been 
estimated to approximately $2,000b. Prices of US science journals 
rose 11 percent from 1960 to 1995 in constant dollarsc,d. Van 
Orsdel & Born reported that US journals prices rose 8.8 percent from 
1995 to 1996e. US journal prices increased 9.6 percent from 2003 to 
2007 and non-US journals prices increased 9.2 percent during the 
same timef in constant dollars. Reasons given for such prices 
increases are increase in size of journals (including non-article 
content), falling number of subscriptions, resource cost inflation, and 
the move away from author-side charges in the 1980‟sg. Increased 
costs have resulted in significant journal price increases hampering 
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the ability of libraries, institutes, and investigations to acquire 
publications necessary for research and eduction,4,5. 
• The author partially attributes price increases to profit 
margins of some commercial publications (40%) which has been 
disputed because it was a one-time event (of gross, not net profit) 
from one publisher. Furthermore, non-profit publishers also often 
make a surplus as much as 30%h,i. The latter should be 
acknowledged or content dropped. 
• Page 7, 1st paragraph. The author should give an average 
number of copies per issue (the range is quoted to be 100 to 8,000). 
The format of Sri Lankan journals is given. 
• Page 7, 1st paragraph. What is meant by “The main forms 
of distribution were collection by subscribers ……..”? 
• Page 9, 1st paragraph. It is true that commercial publishers 
seek to make a profit, but both commercial and non-profit publishers 
must satisfy the objectives of their authors, which are the same for 
both types of publishers. There is an implication that commercial 
publishers do not publish “academic” journals. Ulrich and others 
classify by academic/scholarly journals whether published by 
commercial or non-profit publishers. This seems to be a gratuitous 
thought. 
• Page 9, 2nd paragraph. Note the update of UK journals 
$2,000 vs. $1,500. 
• Page 9 support 1st paragraph. Suggest replacing the 2nd 
sentence by: “Searches of UlrichsWeb in 2008 show a total of 
219,774 active journals, of which 64,620 are active and 
academic/scholarly (Boolean search) and 24,059 active and 
reference journalsa. Working from Ulrich‟s and the Thompson (SIS) 
citation index, it is estimated that 23,750 journals published in 2006 
yielded a total of 1,350,000 peer-reviewed journalsj. Thus, the 
number depends on the definition of “academic” journals.” 
The suggested references are as follows: 
a. Tenopir, C., & King, D. W. (2009). The growth of journals 
publishing. In B. Cope & A. Phillips (Eds.), The future of the 
academic journal (pp. 105-123). Oxford, UK: Chandos. 
b. Houghton, J. W., Rasmussen, B., Sheehan, P. J., 
Oppenheim, C., Morris, A., Creaser, C., et al. (2009). Economic 
implications of alternative scholarly publishing models? Exploring the 
costs and benefits.  Report to the Joint Information Systems 
Committee. Melbourne, Australia: Victoria University & 
Loughborough University. Retrieved February 1, 2010, from 
www.jisc.ac.uk/publications/reports/2009/econmicpublishingmodelsfi
nalreport.aspx 
 
c. King, D. W., McDonald, D. D. and Roderer, NK. Scientific 
Journals in the United States; Their Production, Use, and 
Economics, Stroudsburg, PA, Hutchinson Ross Publishing (a 
division of Academic Press), 1981. 
d. Tenopir, C. and King, D. W. Towards Electronic Journals; 
Realities for Scientists; Librarians, and Publishers. Washington, DC, 
Special Libraries Association, 2000 
e. Ketcham-Van Orsdel, L. and Born, K., 1998. E-Journals 
come of age: 38th Annual Periodical Price Survey. Library Journal, 
123: 40-5. 
f. Van Orsdel, L. C. and Born, K. 2008. Serials wars Library 
Journal, 132: 438. 
http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/Ca6431958.html. 
g. King, D. W., & Alvarado-Albertorio, F. M. (2008). Pricing and 
other means of charging for scholarly journals: A literature review 
and commentary. Learned Publishing, 21, 248-272. Retrieved 
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February 1, 2020, from dx.doi.org/10/1087/095315108X356680 
h. Lustig, H. 1997. Electronic publishing: economic issues in a 
time of transition. Astrophysics and Space Science; 247: 117-32. 
i. Baldwin, C. What Do Societies Do with Their Publishing 
Surpluses? Worthing. Association of Learned and Professional 
Society Publishers, 2004. Available at 
http://www.alpsp.org/ForceDownload.asplis=78 
j. Bjork, B.-C., Roos, A., & Lauri, M. (2008). Global annual 
volume of peer reviewed scholarly articles and the share available 
via different open access options. Proceedings of the 12th 
International Conference on Electronic Publishing. Retrieved 
February 12, 2010, from 
elpub.scix.net/data/works/att/178_elpub2008.conent.pdf. 
Generally, I‟m not sure BMJ OPEN is the right venue for this article. 
Learned Publishing might be better. 

 

REVIEWER Andrew Odlyzko  
Professor, School of Mathematics  
University of Minnesota  
127 Vincent Hall  
206 Church St. SE  
Minneapolis, MN 55455  
USA  
 
I have no competing interests. 

REVIEW RETURNED 11-Apr-2011 

 

THE STUDY This is a valuable study of medical publishing in a developing  
country. There is little available in the literature on this  
subject, and it is of interest to find out how the situation  
in a country like Sri Lanka compares to the rest of the world.  
 
However, I do think substantial revisions are called for,  
listed below. Some of the suggestions may be impractical, in  
that they would require excessive effort in additional data  
collection, but if so, it would be worth noting this as a  
limitations of the study.  
 
1. p. 3, line 29: "substantially higher": Higher than what?  
One of the deficiencies in this study is a lack of clear  
perspective on costs. They are given in LKR, naturally,  
but one has to delve deep into the paper (p. 9, line 54)  
to learn (by an indirect computation) that LKR 100 is about  
US$ 1. That should be stated explicitly where LKR figures  
are first mentioned, namely p. 7. (And whether the comparison  
is with US$ or euro, or British pound, is not too relevant,  
as long as we have some widely known developed country 
currency.)  
Also, some idea of what this means locally is needed, perhaps  
comparison to GDP per capita, or to average physician incomes.  
 
2. p. 3, line 39: What are "fields of allied health sciences"?  
This should be defined.  
 
3. It is nice to learn about the earliest medical journals  
in Sri Lanka. But it would be useful to also say whether they  
have all been in English, whether they have had any noticeable  
number of contributions by authors outside Sri Lanka, and  
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whether Sri Lankan authors (in medicine) publish to a substantial  
extent in other countries, and in particular in the best  
recognized international journals. I understand it might be  
hard to get quantitative data, but even some anectodal evidence  
would be enlightening.  
4. p. 4, line 33: It should be said that the $1,500 figure (and  
it should be specified this is US$ figure) refers to cost per  
article. In fact, many of the figures in this paper for costs  
of journals would benefit from being stated on the basis of  
cost per article, not per journal or per issue.  
 
5. p. 6, line 33: It would be worth saying at the end of this  
paragraph that for the journals in this study, editorial and  
overhead costs are immaterial. The reader learns this on the  
next page, but why wait so long?  
 
6. p. 6, line 47: Were the editors supplied with the list of  
questions beforehand, and did they have time to gather precise  
figures for their journals? It is one thing to obtain exact  
numbers, another to rely on editors' recollections.  
 
7. p. 7, line 21: Were any of the high circulation journals  
distributed to members of some professional society as a  
privilege of membership?  
 
8. p. 7, line 59: The mean cost is interesting, but it would  
also be worth getting more information about the distribution.  
Were some journals much more expensive to produce than others?  
 
9. p. 8, line 5: 64.3 and 39.3 add up to more than 100.  
10. p. 10, bottom paragraph: Is there any information on  
accesses to Sri Lankan medical journals through this online  
method? The tools we have (such as counting "hits") are all  
inadequate, but might still provide some interesting insights.  
Is usage growing? From what parts of the world is it coming?  
Etc.  

 

VERSION 1 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

 

REVIEWER 1: JOY OLIVER  

 

Abstract  

1. Within the abstract (page 2) the authors states “there are no studies examining the process of 

medical journal publication in developing countries” yet on page 4, third paragraph “there are limited 

studies examining the process…”  

Author response: The authors were unable to find any studies examining the process and costs of 

medical publishing in developing countries, hence the value of the present article. The discrepancy 

between the abstract and the text has been corrected.  

 

2. In the methods section (page 6) under journal identification the authors states there was no 

established method for obtaining a list of medical journals in Sri Lanka yet in the Results (page 7) the 

authors state“ a total of 44 medical journals were ever printed in Sri Lanka.  

Author response: The 44 journals were identified by the method mentioned in the journal identification 

section of the article. However since there was no authorized institution in-charge of maintain a list of 

medical journal/publication in the country the list provided here may not be exhaustive. However we 

feel that our method of journal identification is scientifically acceptable in the circumstances and we 
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are fairly confident that >95% of the medical journals ever printed in the country were included in the 

analysis. The statement in page 7 was altered to convey a better meaning than in the present context. 

In addition the lack of an exhaustive list of medical journals in the country is also a potential limitation 

of the study and has been mentioned in the limitations section.  

 

3. On page 2 the authors states that “the journals are solely academic (non-profit), however the costs 

remains substantially high” and on page 3 in the key messages the authors states “the cost of 

publication remains substantially higher”  

Author response: the message in page 3 should be changed as “the cost of publication remains 

substantially high”, this correction was incorporated in the revised manuscript.  

 

Strengths and limitations  

1. Page 3, Second bullet point - This statement has not been discussed anywhere in the manuscript. 

Were any of the 44 journals identified from the allied health field? Authors to please clarify  

Author response: the 44 journals mentioned did not include the journals from allied health sciences. 

However there were only 2-3 journals from the field of allied health sciences in print during the study 

period. This was included into the methods section of the article and also highlighted in the limitations 

section of the manuscript.  

 

Introduction  

1. The introduction should be more concise.  

Author response – the authors feel that the one page introduction is sufficiently concise in the context 

of the present article. However we would value further opinion and would leave the final decision in 

this regards with the journal editor-in-chief.  

 

Methods  

1. In the cost analysis selected 4 criteria to determine the cost. The authors needs to provide the 

reference for these 4 cost items and justify why they have only included direct costs and not indirect 

costs such as marketing, administration, etc. See reference: D.W. King. The cost of journal 

publishing: a literature review and commentary. Learned Publishing 2007, 20:85-106  

Author response: the cost analysis criteria were classified with appropriate references. The reasons 

for excluding indirect cost were also highlighted.  

 

2. The second last sentence on Page 6 is confusing. The authors to clarify what data was extracted 

for the analysis  

Author response: the sentence was altered to convey better meaning.  

 

Results  

1. In the first paragraph – the authors states that fifteen journals were published annually. It is not 

clear whether the author is referring to the number of times the journals were published in a year – 

authors to please clarify.  

Author response: The statement was altered to convey the necessary meaning.  

 

2. The authors should state that the analysis is based on the 28 journals.  

Author response: A statement highlighting this was included in to the results section.  

 

3. The costing is provided in the local currency. The authors should include/reference a currency 

relevant to the readership.  

Author response: US$ was taken as the reference currency. 1 US$ = 110 LKR. The costs were also 

included in US$ for better understanding by the journal readership.  

 

4. The authors provide information on the number of journals published in paper version versus 
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online. However, the authors do not include any costing of paper versus online publication. The 

authors need to consider including an analysis of these costs.  

Author response: The International network for the availability of scientific publications (INASP), a 

non-profit making organization based in the UK maintains a website for Sri Lankan scientific journals 

(Sri Lanka Journals Online). At present there is no extra cost for the journals to be included in this 

website. Hence the costs involved in the publication of the two online only journals are negligible. This 

is mentioned in the discussion section of the article  

 

5. The main sources of income were from advertising or donations. On what basis was this derived – 

the authors to clarify.  

Author response: These details were derived from the editors of the respective journals as mentioned 

in the methods section of the article.  

 

6. The last paragraph is very confusing. The authors first refers to journals published in 2009 or 2008 

for journals not published in 2009 and in the second last sentence only refers to 2009. The total 

number of pages published does not tally with the breakdown. Although income was derived from 

advertisements there is no mention of the number of pages for advertising.  

Author response: The authors wanted to convey that the total number article published by all medical 

journals for a given year is 456. The number was derived mainly from 2009 and for journals not 

published in 2009 the 2008 data were considered. We have altered the sentence to better convey this 

meaning.  

 

Discussion  

1. The authors states on page 9, second paragraph that the comparatively low cost for Sri Lankan 

journals can be attributed to no costs for copy-editing, peer review etc yet in the third paragraph the 

authors suggests to reduce printing and distribution costs journals be printed online and the peer 

review process and copy-editing be done online with little costs.  

Author response: the authors wanted to convey the message that online publishing would be 

convenient for editor, authors and reviewers. The sentence was changed appropriately.  

 

2. In the second last paragraph the author suggests publishers work towards making their journals 

online and which may reduce the number of copies printed thereby reducing the costs of printing. 

Suggest author refers to article by D.W. King.  

Author: Prof. King also highlights this aspect. We have included his article as a reference.  

 

Conclusion  

1. "Sri Lankan journals are solely academic and non-profit in nature”. Not all journals are academic 

and there are 7 journals which charge.  

Author response: The sentenced needs to be changed to “A majority of….”. This change was 

incorporated to the manuscript.  

 

2. The cost of publication remains substantially higher – what is this based on? Higher than what?  

Author response: the sentence should be altered to substantially high.  

 

3. The authors have not addressed the generalisibility of the study results.  

Author response: We have now expanded the discussion section to make the results more 

generalized to developing countries. This includes (but not limited to) the number of publications from 

foreign nationals, a comparison of costs with other countries and process of online publication in Sri 

Lanka. However in the absence of other similar studies from developing countries this will serve as a 

baseline analysis.  

 

Other  
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1. The authors have not stated whether they received ethics approval or informed consent from the 

journal editors interviewed.  

Author response: the editors‟ approval was obtained from each of the respective journals. A statement 

was included in to the methods section.  

 

2. It is important to publish journals locally as it provides researchers with an avenue to publish their 

work locally and local readers with information on health issues relevant to that country. I am not 

aware of any studies in other developing countries on this topic. No comparison has been conducted 

with another developing country.  

Author response: The authors were not able to find any similar studies arising from other developing 

countries and we feel that the present study would serve as a baseline analysis in the area of medical 

publications in developing countries and help to generate interest and similar studies elsewhere in the 

important yet poorly research area of study in the developing countries context.  

 

 

REVIEWER 2: PROFESSOR DONALD KING  

1. The article or abstract should begin with the context of the Sri Lankan journals since they are so 

much smaller than those published elsewhere and the costs quoted are based on these facts. Maybe 

something like this: “Journals published in a developing country are different from those published 

elsewhere. A Sri Lankan medical journal averages 16 articles (range 5-55) and 61 pages (range 26-

238) or about 3.8 pages per article. In comparison life science journals including medicine) average 

about 9.98 pages per article. For this reason, comparison of costs with other publications is not 

warranted. Publishing cost per article is highly dependent on number of pages per article and other 

factors. Furthermore, Sri Lankan costs given here include only printing and distribution (since many 

editorial costs are donated).”  

Author response: as this is the first article describing Sri Lankan medical publishing the authors feel 

that the contextual difference between Sri Lankan and international medical journals can be inferred 

from the results of the present article and hence the above discussion was incorporated to the 

discussion section of the article.  

 

2. Page 4, 2nd paragraph. Suggest: “The cost of producing the first copy for a good-to-high quality 

journal in the UK has been estimated to approximately $2,000. Prices of US science journals rose 11 

percent from 1960 to 1995 in constant dollars. Van Orsdel & Born reported that US journals prices 

rose 8.8 percent from 1995 to 1996. US journal prices increased 9.6 percent from 2003 to 2007 and 

non-US journals prices increased 9.2 percent during the same timef in constant dollars. Reasons 

given for such prices increases are increase in size of journals (including non-article content), falling 

number of subscriptions, resource cost inflation, and the move away from author-side charges in the 

1980‟s. Increased costs have resulted in significant journal price increases hampering the ability of 

libraries, institutes, and investigations to acquire publications necessary for research and education.  

Author response: suggested changes were incorporated.  

 

3. The author partially attributes price increases to profit margins of some commercial publications 

(40%) which have been disputed because it was a one-time event (of gross, not net profit) from one 

publisher. Furthermore, non-profit publishers also often make a surplus as much as 30% h,i. The 

latter should be acknowledged or content dropped.  

Author response: The suggested sentence with its reference was removed from the manuscript.  

 

4. Page 7, 1st paragraph. The author should give an average number of copies per issue (the range 

is quoted to be 100 to 8,000).  

Author response: The average was included.  

 

5. Page 7, 1st paragraph. What is meant by “The main forms of distribution were collection by 
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subscribers ……..”?  

Author response: The subscribers collected their copies from the journal office. This is usually the 

office of the respective college or association. The sentence was altered to convey this meaning.  

 

6. Page 9, 1st paragraph. It is true that commercial publishers seek to make a profit, but both 

commercial and non-profit publishers must satisfy the objectives of their authors, which are the same 

for both types of publishers. There is an implication that commercial publishers do not publish 

“academic” journals. Ulrich and others classify by academic/scholarly journals whether published by 

commercial or non-profit publishers. This seems to be a gratuitous thought.  

Author response: the categories were changes as commercial and non-commercial in order to convey 

the correct meaning.  

 

7. Page 9, 2nd paragraph. Note the update of UK journals $2,000 vs. $1,500.  

Author response: the price was updated.  

 

8. Page 9 support 1st paragraph. Suggest replacing the 2nd sentence by: “Searches of UlrichsWeb in 

2008 show a total of 219,774 active journals, of which 64,620 are active and academic/scholarly 

(Boolean search) and 24,059 active and reference journalsa. Working from Ulrich‟s and the 

Thompson (SIS) citation index, it is estimated that 23,750 journals published in 2006 yielded a total of 

1,350,000 peer-reviewed journalsj. Thus, the number depends on the definition of “academic” 

journals.”  

Author response: Suggested changes were incorporated.  

 

REVIEWER 3: PROFESSOR ANDREW ODLYZKO  

 

This is a valuable study of medical publishing in a developing country. There is little available in the 

literature on this subject, and it is of interest to find out how the situation in a country like Sri Lanka 

compares to the rest of the world.  

 

1. p. 3, line 29: "substantially higher": Higher than what?  

Author response: the sentence was changed to high rather than higher.  

 

2. One of the deficiencies in this study is a lack of clear perspective on costs. They are given in LKR, 

naturally, but one has to delve deep into the paper (p. 9, line 54) to learn (by an indirect computation) 

that LKR 100 is about US$ 1. That should be stated explicitly where LKR figures are first mentioned, 

namely p. 7. (And whether the comparison is with US$ or euro, or British pound, is not too relevant, 

as long as we have some widely known developed country currency.)  

Author response: all figures were converted to US$ and included with the local currency values 

throughout the article.  

 

3. p. 3, line 39: What are "fields of allied health sciences"? This should be defined.  

Author response: the allied health sciences were defined.  

 

4. It is nice to learn about the earliest medical journals in Sri Lanka. But it would be useful to also say 

whether they have all been in English, whether they have had any noticeable number of contributions 

by authors outside Sri Lanka, and whether Sri Lankan authors (in medicine) publish to a substantial 

extent in other countries, and in particular in the best recognized international journals. I understand it 

might be hard to get quantitative data, but even some anectodal evidence would be enlightening.  

Author response: all the medical journals included in the present study were published in English and 

this was highlighted in the revised manuscript.  

 

5. p. 4, line 33: It should be said that the $1,500 figure (and it should be specified this is US$ figure) 
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refers to cost per article. In fact, many of the figures in this paper for costs of journals would benefit 

from being stated on the basis of cost per article, not per journal or per issue.  

Author response: the suggested changes were made.  

 

6. p. 6, line 33: It would be worth saying at the end of this paragraph that for the journals in this study, 

editorial and overhead costs are immaterial. The reader learns this on the next page but why wait so 

long?  

Author response: the suggested changes were done.  

 

7. p. 6, line 47: Were the editors supplied with the list of questions beforehand, and did they have time 

to gather precise figures for their journals? It is one thing to obtain exact numbers, another to rely on 

editors' recollections.  

Author response: the editors were interviewed to obtain the data. In addition monetary data were 

obtained from the offices by perusal of records. This has not been mentioned and we have now made 

the necessary alterations.  

 

8. p. 7, line 21: Were any of the high circulation journals distributed to members of some professional 

society as a privilege of membership?  

Author response: cost of distribution mainly depended on the method. As some journals were 

collected by subscribers directly from the respective offices their distribution costs were lower.  

 

9. p. 7, line 59: The mean cost is interesting, but it would also be worth getting more information about 

the distribution. Were some journals much more expensive to produce than others?  

Author response: an additional table with individual costs per journal was included in tne revised 

manuscript. (table 2).  

 

10. p. 8, line 5: 64.3 and 39.3 add up to more than 100.  

Author response: There was an overlap between categories as some have incomes from both 

advertisements and funded by college. The sentence was changed to convey the proper meaning.  

 

11. p. 10, bottom paragraph: Is there any information on accesses to Sri Lankan medical journals 

through this online method? The tools we have (such as counting "hits") are all inadequate, but might 

still provide some interesting insights. Is usage growing? From what parts of the world is it coming? 

Etc.  

Author response: these details are indeed available and we have included them in the revised 

manuscript.  

VERSION 2 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Donald W King 

REVIEW RETURNED 05-May-2011 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS The authors ignore some cost factors that should be compared. I 
would suggest something like the following be added below the 
paragraph under “Cost analyses” on page 6.  
“Another cost distinction is between fixed and variable costs. Fixed 
costs are those involved in processing articles (and other content 
such as book reviews) including editing, preparing special graphics, 
and page proofs. These costs tend to be about $2,000 per article2, 
but depend on editing requirements, number and type of graphics, 
and so on. These costs remain fixed for a journal regardless of the 
number of subscribers. Whereas publishing costs vary by number of 
subscribers due to the cost of printing and distribution for print 
journals as mentioned above. These costs tend to be about $40 to 
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$60 per subscription for print journals depending on number of 
issues and pages, quality of paper, postage (to foreign subscribers), 
and so on.  
This cost distinction is important in comparing publishing practices, 
the publishing format (print vs. electronic) and the subscription price 
that must be charged. The fixed costs of both print and electronic 
journals are recovered in three ways: as part of the subscription 
price, by author-side payment (open access), or through 
contributions of time by editors and others. One common definition 
of open access is when the entire fixed cost is reimbursed by the 
authors or their sponsors and nearly zero for electronic-journals. 
Examples include Public Library of Science and BMJ Open (?). The 
Sri Lanka journals are a unique type of open access because they 
have the same impact on price as author-side payment. When 
known, the fixed costs of an article should be compared.  
The variable costs should also be compared which is the focus of 
this article. Printing costs elsewhere tend to be in the $30 to $50 per 
subscription range and distribution costs in the $10 to $20 range. 
The variable cost per article in a subscription is about $0.40 and per 
article page in a subscription is under $0.04. The variable costs of 
print journals are recovered as part of subscription prices or, for 
society journals, personal subscriptions are recovered through 
member fees. The high price of some journals is due to a very large 
fixed cost (when there are many articles) that is recovered by a 
small number of subscribers.”  
The authors may wish to compare with these variable costs.  
I think the article is much improved.  

 

VERSION 2 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

REVIEWER 2: DONALD W. KING  

The authors ignore some cost factors that should be compared. I would suggest something like the 

following be added below the paragraph under “Cost analyses” on page 6.  

“Another cost distinction is between fixed and variable costs. Fixed costs are those involved in 

processing articles (and other content such as book reviews) including editing, preparing special 

graphics, and page proofs. These costs tend to be about $2,000 per article2, but depend on editing 

requirements, number and type of graphics, and so on. These costs remain fixed for a journal 

regardless of the number of subscribers. Whereas publishing costs vary by number of subscribers 

due to the cost of printing and distribution for print journals as mentioned above. These costs tend to 

be about $40 to $60 per subscription for print journals depending on number of issues and pages, 

quality of paper, postage (to foreign subscribers), and so on. This cost distinction is important in 

comparing publishing practices, the publishing format (print vs. electronic) and the subscription price 

that must be charged. The fixed costs of both print and electronic journals are recovered in three 

ways: as part of the subscription price, by author-side payment (open access), or through 

contributions of time by editors and others. One common definition of open access is when the entire 

fixed cost is reimbursed by the authors or their sponsors and nearly zero for electronic-journals. 

Examples include Public Library of Science and BMJ Open (?). The Sri Lanka journals are a unique 

type of open access because they have the same impact on price as author-side payment. When 

known, the fixed costs of an article should be compared. The variable costs should also be compared 

which is the focus of this article. Printing costs elsewhere tend to be in the $30 to $50 per subscription 

range and distribution costs in the $10 to $20 range. The variable cost per article in a subscription is 

about $0.40 and per article page in a subscription is under $0.04. The variable costs of print journals 

are recovered as part of subscription prices or, for society journals, personal subscriptions are 

recovered through member fees. The high price of some journals is due to a very large fixed cost 

(when there are many articles) that is recovered by a small number of subscribers.” The authors may 
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wish to compare with these variable costs.  

Author response: changes were made to the methods and discussion sections to compare the 

variable costs as suggested. The changes are highlighted in the manuscript.  

 

VERSION 3 – REVIEW 

REVIEWER Richard Sands 
BMJ Open managing editor 

REVIEW RETURNED 9-May-2011 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS ABSTRACT; RESULTS: it is not clear if you are saying that you 
identified 44 medical journals, of which 28 were still in print after 
2007 (i.e. 16 were online-only) or that you identified that 44 medical 
journals have been published in Sri Lanka's history, and that after 
2007 only 28 remained. I think by 'in print' you mean still being 
published - could this be made clearer (as two were online only)?  
 
THROUGHOUT - can you clarify the type of open access that you 
are referring to? 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_access_%28publishing%29) Are 
the journals truly open access, or free (they can only be open 
access if online).  
 
In the abstract you state there are no studies examining the process 
of medical journal publishing in developing countries; in the 
Introduction you state that there are no studies examining the 
process of publishing medical journals in developing countries in 
Asia - are both these statements correct?  
 
DISCUSSION: In terms of your definitions of commercial and 
academic (non-profit) journals. There are plenty of journals 
published by not-for-profit organisations that still charge 
subscriptions or author charges (as journals often make large 
amounts of money for not-for-profit organisations). Can you clarify 
whether you are trying to make a general point or a point just about 
journals in Sri Lanka?  
 
Is the 'Sri Lankan model' of publication truly unique? Are there no 
other countries or fields of enquiry where editorial services are 
volunteered?  
 
Can you reference the following statement: 'One common definition 
of open access is when the entire fixed cost is reimbursed by the 
authors or their sponsors and nearly zero for the journal.' Arguably 
this is not a definition of open access (see link above) but a 
description of how open access publishing is often managed 
financially.  
 
I don't understand what is meant by 'The Sri Lanka journals are a 
unique type of open access because they have the same impact on 
price as author-side payment.'  
 
Can you reference the second sentence here: 'Thus although the Sri 
Lankan model may fosters research publications and local 
dissemination of knowledge, international contributions and 
accessibility to the international audiecnes remain low. This situation 
is common to many developing countries in the region.'  
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'all Sri Lankan medical journals which are available online have free 
access to all their articles' - is this genuine open access?  

 

 

VERSION 3 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Author response: We identified 44 medical journals published in Sri Lanka‟s history and only 28 

remained after 2007. This was clarified in the abstract.  

Author response: Although several (9) Sri Lankan journals are also available online and hence open-

access in nature, the meaning intended to be conveyed is that majority of Sri Lankan journals are 

freely accessible. The necessary changes were made to the manuscript to convey this meaning. 

Author response: We were unable to identify any studies on the area from the Asian region. The 

statements were clarified to further highlight this. 

Author response: We wish to make this statement with regards to the Sri Lankan context. We have 

clarified the statement in the manuscript to convey the intended message.  

Author response: It is indeed a statement regarding how open access publishing is managed 

financially. We have altered the statement to convey the intended meaning.  

Author response: Considering the ambiguous nature of the statement. It was removed from the 

revised manuscript.  

Author response: We were unable to find a suitable reference and hence the statement was omitted 

from the revised manuscript.  

 

Author response: Indeed this is not a genuine form of open-access publication. We have 

acknowledged it and made an alteration to the sentence.  

 

VERSION 4 - REVIEW 

REVIEWER Richard Sands 

REVIEW RETURNED 10-May-2011 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS ABSTRACT: describes Sri Lanka as being in South Asia; the 
Introduction says South East Asia.  
ABSTRACT - RESULTS: thank you for making the change. 
However, it is now not clear if the figures from the second sentence 
on (e.g. 54%, eleven journals were online) refer to the 44 journals or 
the 28 in publication after 2007.  
ABSTRACT - CONCLUSION: suggest rewriting the first sentence as 
'The infrastructure for medical journal publishing in Sri Lanka has 
many good qualities ...' as not all journals have the same 
processes.  
KEY MESSAGES: suggest third bullet is reworded 'Publication costs 
remain high'.  
INTRODUCTION: see above re. South Asia or South East Asia.  
METHODS: para 1: can you clarify what the 'Union list' is?  
RESULTS: para 1: suggest replacing the word 'printed' with 
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'published' in sentences 1 and 2. In sentence 3, suggest replacing 'in 
print' with 'being published'.  
Is the average number of copies presented the median or mean?  
Para 4: did any one journal dominate foreign submissions?  
DISCUSSION: para 3: if the models used in Sri Lanka are used 
elsewhere, they cannot be unique. See 
http://www.openoasis.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=arti
cle&id=347&Itemid=377 for definitions of different types of open 
access publishing; particularly the institutional subsify model, and 
the community model. 
It is not accurate to state that 'In open access publishing the entire 
fixed cost is reimbursed by the authors or their sponsors' as there 
are various models used (albeit this is a popular and growing 
model).  
Not all society journals recoup costs through member fees - some 
society journals make money in order to keep membership fees 
lower. This comment should be amended to show that this is one 
option.  
Can you reference the 9-10pp/article and 20-30 articles/issue 
statistics? If not, please change to a more general statement ('This 
is relatively small in comparison with many international life science 
journals, including many in medicine.') 

 

VERSION 4 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

1. Author response: The version in the abstract is correct. Sri Lanka is a South-Asian country. The 

text in the introduction was changed accordingly.  

2. Author response: The necessary corrections were made to the revised abstract.  

3. Author response: The suggested corrections were made to the abstract.  

4. Author response: The sentence was re-phrased as suggested.  

5. Author response: The corrections were made to the revised manuscript.  

6. Author response: A detailed description of the HELLIS network is beyond the scope of the present 

article. However, we have included a reference for the perusal of journal readers (Reference number -

11).  

7. Author response: The suggested corrections were made. The average number is the mean and the 

word was changed to convey the proper meaning. The foreign submissions were distributed amongst 

the journals.  

8. Author response: We have altered the statement as follows “The Sri Lankan model of journal 

publication is an example for community publishing model of open access publication, where the total 

fixed costs of publication were minimal as editorial services, peer review and proofing services were 

volunteered”  

9. Author response: This statement was included in the discussion.  

10. Author response: As we were unable to find an appropriate reference, we have included a more 

generalized statement.  

 

VERSION 5 - REVIEW 
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REVIEWER Richard Sands 

REVIEW RETURNED 13-May-2011 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS It is not clear whether any Sri Lankan journals are fully open access 
(i.e. not just free). The discussion implies that Sri Lankan journals 
are open access, but some carry publication charges. It might be 
worth including a table to show which journals charge and which do 
not, and which offer free online access, which (if any) offer paid 
online access, which are print-only, online-only, or both.  
 
ABSTRACT - RESULTS: Suggest replacing 'Seventeen journals in 
print after 2007 were published in paper version only and eleven 
journals were also available online.' with 'Seventeen journals in 
publication after 2007'. 
 
DISCUSSION: the discussion includes lots of general comments 
about publishing models that are not essential in the context of 
explaining what hapens in Sri Lanka. There are lots of different 
publication models in existence and attempting to cover all these is 
likely to distract from the point of this paper. In particular, I think the 
discussion of open access models is distracting.  
 
- PARA 1: suggest that the sentence about society journals is better 
placed in Para 3, before the last line (if this is needed - how does it 
specifically relate to the Sri Lankan situation?).  
 
Suggest replacing 'In the commercial publications category the 
revenue is from subscriptions („subscriber-pays‟) or payments made 
by authors („author-pays‟)14. In non-commercial publications 
category, as in Sri Lanka the avenues of income are mainly from 
advertisements, donations and funding from the respective 
societies/universities. This highly variable source of income affected 
by many factors such as global economic patterns could become an 
important limiting factor for medical publications in Sri Lanka. 
However, not all society published journals recoup costs through 
member fees, some society journals make money in order to keep 
membership fees lower' as follows: 'For Sri Lankan journals the main 
sources of funding are advertisers, donors and societies/institutions. 
Their involvement can be susceptible to influence by external factors 
such as the state of the local or global economy. This therefore 
could place limits on the ability of Sri Lankan medical journals to 
maintain their operations.' This is because there are many other 
ways for commercial publishers to make money - some can make 
substantial amounts from advertising, for example.  
 
PARA 3: Suggest replacing 'The Sri Lankan model of journal 
publication is an example for community publishing model of open 
access publication, where the total fixed costs of publication were 
minimal as editorial services, peer review and proofing services 
were volunteered.' with 'In the Sri Lankan model of journal 
publication, the total fixed costs of publication are minimal as 
editorial services, peer review and proofing services are 
volunteered.'  
 
Suggest possibly deleting the following section: 'The fixed costs of 
both print and electronic journals are recovered in three ways: as 
part of the subscription price, by author-side payment (open access), 
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or through contributions of time by editors and others as in the Sri 
Lankan setting. In open access publishing a major portion of the 
fixed costs are reimbursed by the authors or their sponsors, with 
minimal costs for the journal. ' There are other ways to recoup costs 
- such as advertising, sponsorship, supplements, etc. Open access 
publishing does not have to include author payments - there are 
publishers who publish open access but do not charge authors. This 
could be altered to: 'Fixed costs of both print and electronic journals 
are recovered in three main ways: through subscriptions, author-side 
payments or contributions of time by editors and others, as in the Sri 
Lankan setting.' thus deleting the sentence about open access. 
Unless you are trying to say that Sri Lankan journals use these three 
methods to recoup costs. 

 

VERSION 5 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

1. Author response: The necessary data were incorporated to table 2 of the manuscript.  

 

2. Author response: The suggested changes were done to the abstract.  

 

3. Author response: The suggested sentence was removed.  

 

4. Author response: The suggested changes were done.  

 

5. Author response: The sentence was replaced as suggested  

 

6. Author response: The sentences were removed and replaced as suggested.  

VERSION 6 – REVIEW 

REVIEWER Richard Sands 

REVIEW RETURNED 16-May-11 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS Many thanks for submitting another revised version. I have a final 
query.  
 
Page 8 states 'Twenty eight journals were being published after 
2007, on which the following analysis is based'; and also 'Seventeen 
journals (61%) were published in paper version only, while 9 journals 
were published online in addition to paper publication. Two journals 
(7%) were published exclusively in the electronic format.  
 
This does not agree with Table 2 which lists 26 journals, 17 in print 
only and nine online and print, but none listed as online-only.  
 
Can you clarify the statistics and check any other statistics that rely 
on these calculations?  

 

VERSION 6 – AUTHOR RESPONSE 

Author response: The Sri Lanka Journal of Bio-Medical Informatics (Quarterly) and Sri Lanka Journal 

of Critical Care (Quarterly) were published online only. Since in the Sri Lankan mode of publication 

total costs of publication was a product of cost of printing and cost of distribution, the costs for 

publication of these two journals were negligible and hence they were not included in the table. 

However, we have mentioned their names in the footnote section of table 2.  
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